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CLUB NEWS

"Cn February 1,1995, al 1201 AM, the 145,410
MHz repeater identificd WEJLJ for the last time, At
12:03 AM, the repealer identified MARA NROAR
REPEATER.." Finally, after 4 years o talking,
discussing, planing and then some more talking, we
finally acquired the 145,410 repeater. This came
about from the nnsclfish motives of 6 individuals,
who 100K it upon themselves io acmally purchase the
repeater, These folks have come to be known as the
MARA Rapeater Group. All of us at MARA thank
you for your willingnesa to promote MARA through
this considerate venture. " THANK YOU™.

Tut more about the repeater and it's commands
later on. .

Since our last isspe, December 1994, ( Yes, we're

late! soiry) we've been busy with other club matiers.

Chr dream of getting a FOC club call-sign became
a reality on March 24,1995, That's when lhe FCU
opencd up {he club call-sign program again, atter
nearly 2 decades of being closed. 'We recenved one
of the first club call-signs in the Weastern ME area:
KBRYTM. At the April clab meeting, the members
voted to go for a vanity club call-sign. So, berween
now and about July, start thinking about what <all-
sign you would bike for a club call. Curmrently, we're
staymy with NBOAR, wince changing a club call-sign
whea you have both a repeater and a packet BDS is
a very invahred and time conuzming jiob, Ome that
we should only do once. So what call would yoa
like 5o sec our club have? We've got about 2 more

meetings till it will be time to submit our call-sign list.

MARA also has taken on a fresh face with many
new members. Sue & Bill Tells, KBEWITW &
KGBPL Jim Bentz, NRXHH, Steve Bumns, NSKVX,

L

“Tembls" Terry, WR8ZNO, Len Gongalska
NENTE, Lloyde ITansen AABIPW, Con KBELIKD,
Denny Purtee NBOAT, Penvy Zimonick NSLUF and
Bob Damicls WDSKWT. "Let's all make the time 10
welcome these new members and make them focl

e

Talking about members, we can also share with
vou that severat of ovr members have upgraded gince
our lasl issus, KBIPQV Mike Timmenman is now
KGR(X). Tech+ o Advanced within 3 monihs!
Grood going Mike. Bill Wisneski N8COAR has passed
the written Exitra exam and is bugy studying for the
20WPM test. Bob Wild N8JXB, our Net Direcior,
w gowmg for his Advanced, and beyond.

Bat upgrading 1sn't all pur members have been
doing. Chuck Lemarbre NELDY, our Secretary,
finally hay bought a new home. On Fisk Nob no
lesa! L.ook ( listen is more like itl) for Chuck's sirong
gignal On any band!

Peter Vanduwivendyk FKABZAZ, Tom Hansta
NEDGD and Louie White N¥X VB have been busy
helping Pete finally get his all band dipole up and
runring. The last repont is a flat swr across all the
HF bands! Good going you Three Musketeors!

Veate, not satistied with getiing a strong HF signal
going, aiso had his picrare in the May, June jssue of
The Amateur Radio Beacon ( p. 7 & £). Good joh
Petel

We also wish {o congratulate [.ee Burgess WOEO,
our very own Vice President, upon being appoinied
the ARRI Emergency Coordmalor [or Kend
County. Finally, it during one of these nice warm
Summer nights, you see a puy riding a bicycle with a
Feom Handie, Wave, It prohahly Glenn WRK QM
out riding. That's what we shoutd all do more of;
walch Glenm excroise!

73 Richic WBSHIX




* r
The Truth Aboul NICADS
by
NSLLYY

T don't know about vou, but I have heard a tot of
vonflicting storics about those neat little power
packs knowmr as NiCads. They sorc are far less
expensive than Alkaline! T will aticmpt 1o pul to
rest some confusion that scems to exist about them,

1. Rapid chargng canses a decling in celt capacity!
<FALSE> Aslong as the chargs is terminated at
a safc point.

2. You can't charge a partiafly charged cellt.
<FALSE> You need not discharge before
charging! Repeated partial charping givas an
Increase in the number of charge/discharge cycles
compared with full discharge!

3. My NiCad won't take a charge s I junked it!

¥ ena ntmyi Taami chargs a uﬂpnulh’!d‘ to abeorut 30
volts and then discharge it through the faulty cell
several timcs.

4. 1 must replace my NiCad because it has reversed
polasity.

<FALSE> After re-polarizing the cell, it can be
recharged in the normal way, You will regain
FULL capacity afier about fve cycles!

I hope you will fnd the above helpiul and save
yourself a few bucks and a lot of griel. Tf you still

want to toss that cell out, T will be glad to 1ake il ofi

your hands!
73 Choek Lemartre NSLIYY

The Repeater Status

The 145.419 "Machine” is made up ol a
Motorola transmitter, wilth linear. A CGhenerat
Electric Masler Pro receiver, with a optional pre-
amp, all controlled by a ACC compuler comtrolicr,
RC-850 series. A Duplexer keeps the mecoive
signal scparate [rom (he transmikier, and yes, i
docs use privale ling, i only adter 19:00 PR
The transmitier sends out a privale line signal with
gvery transmission, se it is possible to listen to it
without hearing Chicago when we have a band
opening. Yhere 1s also » outmde temjplerature
prabe, that rcads the temp every hour. We also
have limited speech capabitities, but enough to keep
the average listencr informed about any activily wo
may he having. 1 tricd 1o have a picmre nf the
machine in thiz issuc, bul even though Chuck
NBLIY took some real anappy photos, i would
cost us too much to include them. For now,
amyway. Cur main responsibility and goal at this
timc, is 10 ¥. improve the repeaters performance.
2. Make only very amall changes. { yoo should
have heard the waffic on the machine the very twat
day the new call-gign was on! There were many
shocked Ham't in the area to say the least!).

] —The history on-the 1432410 rpUisTHaL il was finst

put on the air by WASTRE, then soid 1 Ray
WEILF and John McNay. It staved in the presemt
pumerchin 1 thix nast Febraary 1st you know the
rCSt.

Cur present ways of improving the systom wall
require that we have snme volunteers who we
familiar with tower work: we want o ring
everything up to factory apecificabons, where
practical and possible.  The very fimst thing you
should have noticed is the absence of the ™ Snow
Static” as it had heen referced to, With Bill
NROAR and Dick WBEHIX initially inspecting the
recciver, we found we nesded to bench test it Bill
fulfifled that pan last weekend, 5/20/95. We shill
are planing to chock overything ont, just as if we
wine just putting it on the air for the first tine,
You can help out! There are many tacete of the

‘repenter that need work. Lagten o our Met o

further aonouncements on whets work groups may
be foxming. Come and join ug in learning more
ahoul o wondertul hobby!
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The Commands for using the repeater’s fcatures arc
relatively simple:
COMMANDS
ALTTO-PATCH * FHONE NUMBER
SLOT-NUMBER * S1.OT-NIMBER
COUTSOE TEMPERATURE 77

TE CURRENT TIME 70

Power Transformer temp 712

Heat Sink Temp 711

AC Line voltage 74
EMERGENCY NUMBERS

***]  Kent county Shenff Depl.
*¢+2 State [*olice, Rocklord post
*+#*3 (rand Rapids Fire dept.

¥4 Kentwood Poltoe dept.

**5 Wyoming Police dept.

¥*+5 East Grand Rapids Police dept.
*¥++7 Poison Coatrol

***8 Grand Rapids Police dept.
***0 011 Grand Rapids Area

¥+ Ottawa Shenft dept.

'The repeater currently is using the Private Linc
frequency of 94.8. It is only On-1.ine berween 10030
PM and 7:00 AM, The repeater’s transmiticr has the
PL on cach and every of it's transmissions, so you can
turn on your Tonc Decode unit and liston without
hearing any mierterence from across the Lake.

RULES

While MAR A has elccted not to change the day i
day operation of the sepeater, you should know thete
are some "Good Habits” that are required in using ANY
repeater. " PLEASE PIEASE, USE YOUR CALL-
SIGN BEFORE, AND AFTER YOU HAVE MADE A
AUTO-PATCH. Cur System Operator has no ideaif 3
valid phonic patch is being made or not. If yon decids
ia "Check” put the features of the vepeater, Use your
CALI-SIGN, 50 we know vour a valid, FCC licensed
operator.

"ENJOY OUR NIEW REPEATER!"

TIE INTERNET 77

"If life is change, then we've really been Ining!”
Between February 10,1995 and now. our BES has
heen forwarding packels io WARLIRE! Wiih ihe
copperation of GRARA's Packelewts, our syslem 15 m
erjoymg & direcl Imk to Dietrort M1 We're getting
Packet traffic 3 dayr faster than belore, mnd, we now
have a indircet INTERNET connection through WD
NERAW Mike, was kand enough lo dehcals a2 whole
packel slabion, Jusl s we can connect t WEDC and ¢
alt the new stuff! Thank you 5am WIET, Dan
WNRWEKRM and Mike MER AW! we realty appreciate yo
kind, generons efforts!

YT, the MARA members, can take joy in
knowing that during this past Maorch, Bill NEOAR, ha
to manually resct our message identifiers on the BRS
Whal ihis mcans 1s {hat from last March 111, 1994,
when ;g BBS  first came on-line, we have handled
over 160,000 messages!  Seem hard W believe? Just
within thc last 4 days, our system has received over 4
messages, This certainly is & long way from just onc
year ago, when you, the adventurous MARA
membership, voled 10 create (lus system, At that time
1 still have the lag), the system had two messages on 1l

In cclchrating (he first year of aperation of our BR.
we are coming out with o general history of the club a
everything you could possibly want (0 tnowy abour: thi
BES pamphlet. This is our way of having a open-hou
with the BBS without gerting Mrs, Wisncski chained v
the kitchen for hows! hi . Watch your maifbox.

MARA 1435.410 REPEATER ENJOY




June 22(h
Tume 25th
Juty 6ih
fuly 13th
oty 20th
July 27th
Ang, 3th
Aug 10th
Ang. 17Hh
Aug. 24th
Aug 31th
Sepl. Tth
Sept. 14th

THL MARA VHF & HF NETS

Bub Wild NEINB, our Net Direclor, reporis a
increase in the number of foliks expressing a inlerest in
being Nei Control. Below is the Net Control list
through Fall. One ham asked the quesiion why we even
bother 1o have nets, It's hard to get volunteers, and it
seems like it's always the same folks running the neis
each month, MARA started having their ned solely as 4
means ol having one tme, per week, where we could all
meet, if we had the time, and lalk with cach ofhier and
also share what has happened in our lives, as well ax
providing a setiling where new and emergency
information could be transmitted. Back then, we had
more folks show vy on the 10 meter HE net {han we did
om the 2 meter net. Tinics change. At our April club
meeting, severat membery voiced concern that we
haven't had any HE activity, ¢specially as a whole club.
It was sugpesied thal we slarl having a 10 meter 5B
Net, followed quickly by a 10 meter CW nct. This isn't
the first tune mombers have requested we start up the
old CW round table. So.... atter sach MARA Thursday
night VHF nel, give a lisien to 28350 MHz You Jusl
might be smprised at what you hear.

MARA NET CONTROL, SCHFULL
June 20th throvgh Sepiember § 5ih

. NEIXILD Tom

KGHOQQ Mike

WRZVIY lou

MARA CiLLTR MEETING
KRRV(E. Wayne
KB&MZR Larry
WBEHIX Richic

MARA CLUB MELETING
NEDETY Tem

KGEQQ Mike

NRIXHE Bob

KBEV(OZ Wayne
MaARA CLUB MEETING.

¥ tor any reasoen, you can'l meke your veoluntoored time,
piease give Hob Wild NEIXTD a call at 363-9631.

Also, there have bucn some really Great topics on the
Mets lately. Can you think of a good topic? Share it.

73 DBob Wild NSJXD
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FIELD-DAY 1995

" Brariing on Saturday minmimg, somebme between
00 AN and Noon, a trailer, anlenna's, wire, fables,
generators, rigs, PC's, will bu sel up, watling, for the
golden hour, when Fietd-Tay 95 ataria!”. Yes, it doesn
seem Hke ir's been a whole year sinee we 1asi hetd our
Fietd-Day excilement, but within the next 29 days, we
wifl have to following through wath 1he plang we have
all been talking about since the cobd, icy winter months
ot January 1993, Whale {asl year, we all agreed thal ws
should do i metely as o eagraise in having hun, having
fun placed us within Lhe meddle of our divisiem! Ths
year we're going, to have fun, and win our division.
But, saying this on paper won't make it happen. If you
one of the lucky Ham's whoe luned ot Last year tor b=
1), you know how great it 1s 10 be with your Lneteds am
operate in a contest at the samc time. So plan on
pariicipating on Junz 24 & 25 at Belknapp Park. Our
Yield-Dav location is the same as bast vears. We'ne just

‘Notih of the old Lovérs Lane on top of the Ml Talk i

will be on 145,410 MLz

" How can ] help?"  (Gosh, we're glad you asked.
Bill Wisneski NROAR & Dan Markowsk NENL are
Fietd-Day chairmen this year. 'I'his year we really neec
help in setting Lverything up. Last year, it fell 10 »
couple of big hearted individuals, and thar's not fair!
This year, lets ALL contribute somcthing to the total
effori. [.ook over Lhe below hat @nd see where vou're
willing, and able, to conmibute.  Let's malke this F-13 th
hesl we've ever had!

WHAT WE HAVE

Les WORO's Kenwood 15-5200 & taner

Bill's NBOAR's Ten-Tec whole LIE station.

Bob's WDEKWI's 1Drake 'TR-7 { if w¢ have caough
puwer-ha!)

Rill’s | Jads [Tunting trafler & generator.

Richic's All Band wirc antenna

Len's NSNEK & Lddy's WENZ W Kovers

Ferry's NSLUF's portable VIII Packet station
ARR1 s bield-1)ay package.

‘This list is being added to as T make it up. Tut we sl
need equipment,




WHAT WI STILL NEED

Folks to volunteer for the initial Set-Up pact of FD.

Tables, tolding chairs, plastic covers In case of rain { 1
worldn't dare!)

A tentative schedule of Who wibl by operating what,
when and who will he keepmg the logs,

We already have Len NENEEK, Chuck NSLIYY. Fddy
WENZW, Richie WBRHIX and Dan N&NI who have
signed up Lo operate the CW table, Tast year, we didn't!

We neod somebndy to get the grocenes, pop, coffce.

Advanced Tublicity ol our evenl.

Fauipment degired: 2 meter all-maode, a PC for
logging, and other sinff that Bill and Dan can suggest (o
vou when you give them a cali,

A videographer/or photographer for recording the
event.

Many responsible individuals who are willing 1o halp
wilh The massive cleanup we expect to doal with
afterwards.

©Minor roofing repair work on s trader: We need

keop vs dry 1!

A good portable anlenna tor VEHE work, il we get the
usc of a 2 meter all mode wngt.

O cuarse, the most important thing we need most of
all i YOU! In any manner available 1o us. We'd lose
oart i ¥ OH T dlidn't pariicipate in this event.

S0, re-rcad this list, it's incomplete, buc Tm sure it will
wart fuber as the time goes by, You can reach Bill at
363-6349 and Nan at 784-5973. We'rs all wasting to
hear from you!

>

MASTIHILAD

As vou tead through this issuc of the MNewstielter, you
will notice we're missing a masthead at the very top of
Page 1. This is traditionally the place where the chib's
purpose ol the newsletter's cxistence is placed. Such as
"Serving The Wost MICHIGAN AREA-MARAT
Well, we scem 10 have forgolten to put onc up there.,
S0, it's contest time once again.  First, if vou remember,
we had name the Little Green Man contest { No, it isn't
Richie WREHIXD, and now we want YOUR deas and
impressions on just what this club and newsletier mean

(o votL, the tatthtis render. Bul lhis time, we woir't be
giving away a ycar's subscription to the Open-T'ecd-
Linc. How about a shinny now copy ol the ARKE s
Radic Amakeur Handbook?? T bet Ive got your intern
niw. S0 betweon now and Seplember 151,1993 (hin
what this chib means 1o you, what you geil oul ol'il, m
just wiit this Newsleticr is by all abown, Send your
ideas care ol lhe liditor, Richic WBRSITYX
MARA
P. . BOX 670
Comstock Park MT 49321
1 will onby coliect them. The elub, af the Seprember
meeling will decide which me is the more aceurals
Mast Head for vur clab,

T also want 1o let vou know, that this issue s lale ds
to a upgrading which allowcd us to put all these nual
sraphics in lhe newdleiter. Lhanks goes again, to
Sparkey NENTZ, for the neat svga video vard which
allows this ali to happen! Thank vou!

Un March 14th, 1995, The MARA Newslotier, T]
Open-Feed-Line, placed GOOL in the Amateur Rad
Mews Servics World wide 1lam Radio Newsleticr
contest. We placed within the Lop 20w owr division,
The imteresting review they provided me, indicated ih
there wasn'l anylhing missing fhom the writing part.
What held the rag trom a higher place was all lechonid
Heavier paper stock, use of different type sivies,
graphics, phelographs.  So with their review of our
newsletler 1o puide vs, this newsletier will be changin
in the coming months, This issue retlects that sinivin
You can rcad this type without using 2 magnilying, gl
hi ht [ have no intenlion of changmg what we reporl
here, Cause that 15 all sbout YU, s such a jov |
he able to share with othors, what vou have alt been
1o as well as have a formal chnh newsleller. A hg
Hearty 'Thank You!

73 Richie WBEHIX
The Fditor
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SWAPS- SUMMLER 1995

The follawing list of 1Ham Swaps cotaes from the QR Y BULLETIN, The Ofial sveals Nowsdather of MICHICAN Amateurs. Vet ho 3
Thanks to Mike Pearsall ARYNI, MT AT

DAY DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION T%FL INF.

EAT JLINE 3K rand Ramds ML IRA Hpfe Asan Sth Ann HomFBesnvn  Rolhy 816 6u8 tnd7

e NUNEATH Thelsea ML Clialesy AR Swip=N-Shop  Gary 31342400395
HAT JUmE 17T AMicdland W1 Vidland ARC Haumbex! Lall 517703230502
Sl JUME LRTT Monroe ML Moo 2 KA Hurnfust Terl 313 847 4540
BAT oY 8IH Fetosla ME olenis Arcy ARC Hatrfiest Harry A16-347-60110
UM MRy WL Tackzan Mi Caseades ARS Hamfast TFarry 517-TH1- 230K
AT RILY 22ND Bfiar W1 Augabile Valley ARC e wit, 3E7-EAR- 5990

5 SAT  JULY 2¥TH Iron Mounta ML Mich-A-Con AR L. ¥ .Dest St - 70400

i SUN MULY ROTH Fort Thran W1 Eastem Mich ARC Swmp- 03 RS- ThRE

SUN  AUGIATH Paulding, OH Puuldug: Co AR tamfesl no eontact porasn giten
| SN AL 2TTH Fowlerville, M Livingslin ARC Harnlu Joulue 317.545- 1412
Ak ALGITTH (L wions, vl S=Counly o & P show lom SLT-BO3- 2475
satl BEPTATH Forr Wayma [nd Pt Wivne RO Hupnpbest 11 i BUSIHE SR
SAT  BRPT14TH Hunluowville M GRARAY Swap Hamfzst T NARWE
WLELELY EVENTS ; SUMMER 1925
[AY ERYIR EVENT SUBIECT MRECTTENCY
MONDAY 200 P MLy B ME finhd RAON: EVEMTS SN ERET T A -
MiONDAY 815 DM KO ARPSC Weelkly ARES MET & Tupes 1470260 1 PL owan
TUESITAY GRS NOATRC “arth Camawa AR wookhy ool 1-F% 4H) + PL 248
FUTREDAY R:00 A L] el Flat River free-for-allt 16080 sanples
THURSDAY  B.00PM dLARA NEL AAd A s clul Med 145410 - 'L off
FRIL:AY thIH) P - TIARL [Trited Amatenr Raodir Cleb loca net 145,720 (7 sunplex,
AWAY TCAM? Special Service Cluh

Recently, a ham friend shared with me, thal he knew ol

a another ham, who needed some work done at his
house, but couldn't find anvbody willmy to help um do
the work., Being on a very light budgst, he couldn't
have 2 contractor do the work, 5o he simply wont
without. T was just totd that his family came tn s
rescte and everyihing worked oul fme. o tany
fricnds of vours need some sort of work dome around
their home, but gither hecause of disabifily or om 2 hipht
budget, can't get the work done? Mayhe, if we get
topethor with vwio we know, and of course, what we're
willing to do. we can pul our heads and heaits togacther
and solve some o their probiems. P'monot talking abouwl
completely diy walling a house bere, more along the
lines of helping those who need really need the help.
Putiing in o vanp for casier accass, mending things, or
simply litding someong who can provide the help.

Think abouot it, and {et us know at the O-F-L.

page O

At our March cluh meeimg, both WEAT Y Morm and
[ g2 WORL), pave preschtations on their involvemcent in
the Tocal Emergency Services arcas. The whols
membership voted at that ame tor our club o et
mvihed with lhe Tocal commrity services. There arc
locally,. ARES, KO ARPSC. HOSCOM, SEY-WARN
areas of tormation in which we can ail bevoms mvohve
with. Thc club at this time, has writlen up a plun and
will shortly submut ot o the Gheat Lakes Suction
Manager. This was the casy parl, Now the tunc {o act
has arvet,  Belween now amd our July Club meehng,
please taks a few momcents 10 think about whid you
wolld b wilitng 1o pot invoivedd with. Yoo Harn'y hisve
tochnical skills that could prove the difforence between
chaos and helping to save maoy lives.  See vou ai the
Juiy meeting.

HAVE A WONDERTTIT. STIMMLER
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