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FIELD-DAY 95
"T'm going to get that guyl”

NFEF sat hmched over the dio,
his face &t by the eerie glow from
the Kenwood’s LED's. He
paticntly waited for a break from
all the other stations calling
KH6DD and then gave a short
call: he made confact! 1:14 AM
on a Sunday morning should be a
tonely time, but not if you were at
the MARA ARRI. Field Day stic.
The day began with Bill NBOAR
hauling up his Dad's trailer and
then giving us all 2 lesson by
siringing up antenna's by using a
compound bow! Talk about
personal mitialive! We used Bill's
complete HF station onee agaim,
and Tan's Kenwood T8-440AT
for 40 meters. Fee, WOR(O,
whose call we used this Fiztd-Duay
brought fus Kenwood TS-520,
which promptly burned up! Bob
Daniel's, WDSKWT brought his
old rusty Drake TR-7 and also,
his brand new Kenwood T5-2850.
We used these Hgs as
replacemnent for Lee's, which as
of this writing, still isn't working.

We alzo had a first: 2 meter's
35B /AMTM!. Courdesy of
Stave NEKVX., Wehada
information tablo act up and it
was put io gond use by the large
munber of visitory we had. 1t {elt
and even looked like a circus at
times, what with the crowds
gomg throwgh our Field-Day site,
an< asking queslions and

observing the operators.
Everyone agreed this was better
than last year's effort, and the
tabidation of our logs verified
that: 160 points this year
comparcd to about 1200 last
vear, But our greatest success
was when a father and son came
into the trailer and observed Dan
and Rickie opersting HF while
Rill explained how radio waves
travel the plobe and the diffarant
forms of communications
methods we use. Nobody was
gure which, the father or the son,
hed the bigeest gleam in their
eves when they lefi. We're
Inoking forward to hearing from
both of them soon!

Of course, while Ficld-Day is
to test our preparedness in times
of National and regional
emergencics, that sezmed second
i just plain having fun with our
frrends and work the HF bands!

"There is nothing liks sitting in a
tent, swatting AwWay mosguitocs,
while sipping warm COLA's and
trying to work 160 meters while
uging a B0 meter verticall”, Bob
WDSKWT was having fun! Oh,
and by the way, he finally made
that 160 meter contact, even if it
chid take 32 minutes! Bud
KGEBK sat next to Bob taking
tmns togging and operating, This
was Bud's fisst year with Mara's
F-B, and he was having so much
fun, he lefl early: 1:25 AM.

Louic N8ZVB and Tom NEDGL
sat transfized af the 2 meter
station, making contacts as for
away as Wisconsin. They both
tnok turne rotating the 2 meter
beam, while they were listening
for signals. For a first time
gffort, the 2 meter sialion was
very suucessful, we iotaled over
100 acmal contats.

When we realized how mumy
points we could get by actually
operating a CW staticn, Dan
NENII, Bill NROAR, Richie
WISIITX operated Pan's TS-
440AT rig on 40 meicrs,

As for the bands themschves,
they wenl from " Oh, thal's hot!™
to " is the rig trned on??"

Diirections to the site were
provided by Chuck NSLDY and
Steve NBK VX, who kepl a
watchfill ear to the 145.410
repeater and also were the events
golers.

Our chef once apain was a
very tired Bill NBOAR., Due iy
vacations on part of our
members, once again, Bill was
left to carry thas years' [ield-Day
to complction. We all thank you
Bill, for & very difficult and hard
jobt Tiut it was worth it!

Elsewhers, you will find a
listig of the participants for this
years F-1}. 'The ink isn't even dry
yet, but we have atready bned up
a chef for next vear, and plan o
usa satellite commursicanons.




Ceraut Lakas

AWARDS

When this club formed back in
Angust 31,1991, one of the Grut
club offerings was the creation of
THY GREAT LAKES
AWARD, Chuck NSLDY
created mamy of the
endorsements that we offer {or
the GLA. Onc of the awards
which was talked about, was the
Worked All Capitals. This used
to be offered, but cither through
lack of interest or nol encugh
ndividuals o manage the
program, was dropped. Preslo!
MARA is now offering this

" award once mor fo the Amaténr
Radio Community. John Visser
NIF8P is now MARA's Awards
Manager and 18 cager to send
you inforrmation on how o get
this endorsement for your GLA
certificate, We also offer special
endersements for club members,
such as the Gulden Winps
Award, a special award for those
hearty souts who work DXCC,
WAS WAC and yes, The Great
Lakes Award. For more
information on our club's awards

program, write:

MARA
Att: Fohn Visser awards Manager
P.0L Box 670
Comstock Park MT 42321-0670

" Happy Huntmg "

¢

CLUB NEWS

When you receive this
newsletiar, two more of out
members will have hecome
members of the Quarter Century
Wireless Association. To belong
to the QUWA, as Andy Gusuck
WTDG can lestily Lo, you hawe to
have been liconsed for al least 25
years. Lee WCEL upon being
reminded that he had "mads it",
stated," T have grand children
amd have grand children who arc
expecting, but I ncver thought 1'd
ever make it to QUWA. Isn't
that for OLD FOLKS?". In Is

“Can you list the other
members of MARA who belong
10 QCWA?" Answer next issue.

Larry Ambruz KXBEMZR Is. -
keepmyg busy in his retirament.
He hag besn giving speeches to
retiree labor proups, such as
C.AP. and UAW chapters. He
vven made 2 trip out to
California just fo attend the
chapter elections. While he is
petting horse, Bob Tlammond
MNEXHA is working on his new
travel home. He, like Larey,
plans 10 sco she country, hut ia
gomy to save his voice,

Another MARA member whe
just entered retirement i3 Bob
Wild NBIXB. Bob's [t week
of retitement starled out with a
bang, as he passed and wpgraded
10 Advanced Claas, " (Good for
you Bob!". Bob hasn' decided
how he will continue with his
reftrement, he is too busy using
his new frequency privileges.

"Congratulalion Boh!™
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Some of our other members
have been on the sick kst tately.
Eddy WSZINW is fecling nader
ithe weather, while Len NRNEK's
back wanis to go south, whilc
he's up north:Ouch! Poter Van's
arthritis is keeping him close (o
home faicly. Tom NEDGE and
Louic N8ZVB are helping Fete
out “God bless you guys”.

For some reason, this tine of
the vear hay vertainky stuck
several of our members who
have arthrtiz. John NISE,
Richie WDRILIX, Lec WCR(),
Bert KSMRO, Terry WBBLNG,
just to mention # Lew, have really
be luid up lately, with the "
Mimurr aches and paing of
arthritis”. Wouldn't you like to
meet the guy who firsl smd those
words! hi

Chuck NELIYY has been
dowh i0 the E-Foom several
times, both for himself and his
son. Dt iz doing fine now and
will be muving inio iy now QTH
shortly.

Harold Allen is busy still
irving 1o sontact folks he knows
out in California on 20 meicrs.
Sevms be has some obd Inends
over where he took basic raining,
for the Marines { the Marincs,
vou know, those are the folks
who couldn't pass the Navy
entrance cxamt).

Dan NSNIT has been spending,
Cuality time with his dng by
camping and visiting storm
damaged arcas ( this is whal he
told me!y. Terry WRRZNQO
recently recerved help with his
computer. i'm tolt il may be

working shortly! hi hi.




WRBZNO's
Corerar

"Whal do 1 1nk of I'lIiEL1D-
DAY?" Well, it was really my
[irs{ ome { only once betore have 1
ever vistted while one was in
progress and ibal way in Grand
Haven a numbcr of vears ago) and
i found that the spirit of
togutherness was something (hal is
not seent very often, people of
different litestyles working
togcther and cven having fun at it
"Wilhout this class ditlorence that
1 harwe: Deen seeing 50 much of a8
ol lale!. 1 meade me fecd neal
pood inside to say the loast.

Aldot of wink gocs mbo sciling
up one of these things, bat of
Suurs it seems like a lot more in
the taking down. Bt everyone
seemed W know whaf o do
withom betng teld and when
someane necded help they were
ready to drop what they were
domng and help. Too bad that
can'f be the case m everyday Iving
I

Well, to close, { saw lhe same
thing up at Lookout Hill, and [
even joined in a litde and took in
same of that tun. T had brought
up my generalor [or them to use
and feit that it was doing my par,
Ll there 8 more 1o 1t than thal,
As [ found out, T'm glad that §
wznd up jusl Lo observe becanse §
think 1 faund out something that T
was missing, asd onhy vau can
find 1t for your self's, so I won't go
o that right now, bul.......

Say, I attended one ol the local
biggic swaps and T 1]l you, what
with my bad back, | had all I could
Jor Jusi 1o walk 1o the swap area. |
saw other folke, who were worso
off than me. "Why can't somebndy
at these shindigs provide handicap
parking arcas?"  Am I the only
onc who sees this need? 1low
about fetting our Swap folks know
that there ot a lot of other [olks
out there, who would love to
come, but not if they have to push
a wheelchair 1000 feet! Come o,
Iei's help each other ont. Thal's it
for this month.

TERRIBLL TERRY
WBEZNO

M‘-""

SATELLITES

"What docs Larry Ambruz
KR8MZR. Iis son Rich and BoB
Danicls WDRKWT have in
common?"  Why, working
through Satellites. Taury and his
son have been spending lots of
time trying 16 contact each olher as
the " Birds" pass by over head.
Bob, who got bitten by the ham
radio bug at cur Tield-Day event,
listencd to the contacts that were
heing, made and decided lo give it
a try., Whilc Larry and his son
both have all mode vhinht tizy,
13ob s uging 10 and 13 meters to
make hiv short, short contacls. So
far, hiz biggest theill was working
KFROH through BES-12. He iy
lacated algo in GR, but the radic
path they used traveled some
27000 miles!

If vou are interested in giving (he
"Mrds” a iy, you can find the
nccessary 10 Hnd when they con
overhead in the ARRL's Radio
Amateur Handbook. If you war
something more wmkahle, wive |
STHPLLUS program a ey, Itis
"lie” the shsplay-tracking progrs
MASA uses in tracking their
spacecratt. Coniact cither T.ee,
Bill or far "what's 1t hke ml." giv
Larry and Bob a call. "They'll tal
your cars offt

NET SCHEDULE

Bob Wild NEIXB
PDATE NEP-OMNTIROL CALT
$2193 0 Wayne KI3EY(Y
9728795 Mike KGR
My 595 Richie  WRRRJX
W25 club meviing
HFI9S  Loue NELAVE
10/26/95%  TNob METYR
11/2/95 Larry KIEMZ
10295 ¢lub mecting
11716/95 Wavine KHREV
11723/55 Mike LG8
11/30:95 1chic W)
127795 1.mtie I VAN
1414495 club mecting
122195 Hoh NEIXT
127287935 Mike KGBO

Please nole, if you shoukd have a
problem with being Net Contral
for amy of these dates, the carlier
you can lct tne know the herter.
My phone nurmber 13 363-9631,
feel free to call me.
MARA appreciales vonr
sctvice to your club. 73
Bob Wild NEJX]}
MARA NET Direetor



A TKBEYTM

Across the Bands

Cimc of our best read Ham
publications neseds your help, The
Amateur Radio Beacon, The
Bimonihly Digest of Hams [or
CHREIST may have published thear
lasl newsletter unless they find one
Lsave person whao is walling o takc
on the position of Art Director. i
any ol you has desk-top publishing,
cquipment, especiatly compatible
with Maciniosh compuicrs, and
arg will to assume this
responsibility, please come
forward and Jet Milt Poulos
EASFON know, Please contact
him at:

Milten Poulos KADFON

Pt oy 453
Sparla MI 49345

i_et's help keep Flam's Tor
CHRIST flowing in the mal.

Vanity Call-Sign?/

The Vantty LCall-s1gn program
is still not in operatton. The ever
ehusive torm 610-Y has not been
prioied. Yot Hopetully, the
program will be started within the
next 2 months. " Have you given
furiber thought 10 what call-sipn
will grace our ¢lub’s activities?”
The titreis is dravwinp near lor us to
dectde upon all of the call-signs
that are acceplable fov our clab,
fhing vour wleas to the next club
mectng, August 10th ai 7:00 PM.

Faking abouwt call-signs, A vou

have upgraded, or just passed your

first Heense., and can’t wail Lo find
out whal your call-sign is, give the
AREL acall at 1-{RO05-326-
3942 between 8 AM and 4 PM
Vasiern timg 10 find oul whal the
stalus s ol vour hcense. Please
wait at least 7 days after you have
taken vour exam belore you call.

Whilc ] was busily lypung away,
entering our Field-Lxay scures into
ihe compuler, Bill NEOAK had an
idea for the club to petine. "lls
{olks produce our own videa's on
Ham Radio and our club.” When
130 madic this sogpestion. cable
chommel 23 wae miimg "Sivel
Rails", a video praduced by a
{ocal railvoad hobtw clob. Twice a
weel, Grand Rapids TV 23 afrs
their videos. 'Lhe et g is,
they don't charpe for aiting the
programs and they even check onl
interesled and wexponsible partics
om the use ol video egunnnent.
The onty catch ig, §tis om a lirsl
come [irst serve basis. Dut, just
think, we could prisiuce videos of
our Field-Dhay, what's 1 ke o
acnmally nperate a stabion, and just
aboul any other amateur related
event. Now it's up to you. What
do you think? "Arc you interested
in helping your club get inlo
lights?™  Speak up either at the
chub mecting, or on the nei.
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MARA

BRS

Richie WIKTLIX is still workin
on 4 BBS pamphlet. Thiy
parmnphlet is being designed for th
experienced operator, or the
person with bwo lett togs. koep
listenng to the Thursday night M
Lot the cxact date when W comes
oo, T that time, hers's a short
list oof the new and up o dude file:
1 have uploaded to the sydtem.
remember, o DOWN TOATY
file, use L) Oleninpe extention:
example; D pat7 1)

Tor wiew the 111¢ seation coalonis,
Jusl vmior the 3V Conundfic.

We now have DXCCRULE PN
& DXCCLIST.TXYT, H vouw war
the: lates) Bisting of 17X countrics
and the rules, these we the Gles.
Everybody's livonie,
PARTYT.TXT . The mosl cuire
and complote FO'¢ part 97 rales
repulations, dated as of July 1593
NETINROATXT s the Litest
version of the ARRI s complolce
Net Direetory, SOURCE XY
containe a listings ol help For
physically challenged individiais,
The one Hike evervhody nesds o
have, USERMANDOC, Tk
complels list of ALL commands
for thy sysienx,

Erjov these files, They were pul
there for YOUIR use! 73




APRS

Apnmonr Rohin s o hobby
coimpescil of wperaiors,
vidisliors, pure, lun-a-the-vi
nects { Yeab! s techirical pursaits
and 1o a analler depres today.
cxrrimentirs. Several voars
back, Robul Limanstiga. WHE4APR,
e a sotlware pragram he
sidilled. ATPIRS, The
Automatic Packet
Reporting Systeni. b,
whet sitll 1 the ARRIL Marviand-
TR Suctiom Technical
Coordhinaior, crcated a map basod
suchat program.  Basteally, thas
hrngrﬂm allows wsers o visuallv
“see” whore the other pachst
Shweat s, 1Fa srer couples a Gil's
EETER TRC I AN RECN ST ) VR T ERAR Y
whaont, windlet i be in his car,
haun, nlem of simpls owswing the
L, i velll be displaved on the
sereen. T can alse track stonms,
ol T allier conaditions ! b
am enceetnents Tedpr e el Sk
Wirn stations snd intrwder
searching yroups. Thav mogoany i-
sa sophistivated, it can shosw the
chowalion of chier a plane or o
peisimts FTTE Ninw that is one
aeat frick 1o do with a old dog bike
srunt obd AX 25 Bat. Lor s
qwston 1o e practical. ALL
STATTIONE AT BE ON LT
43 A0ME FREGUENCY,

Aleady . (his svstem ig in plase
in Prerroil, Chicago and is going up
oft the wesl sude of the state. The
eresting thing aboul this growth.
i that so [ar, there ot oy chub
imvolved In it use [ at least in
MLy When this rystem Hirsl came
o ling, it started on 135790
Mbig w the Marviand-12C area.
chers have siphy followed suir
and placed their systerms on
PAR TR0 83T This froquensy is
at thy AR Bared plan as

speranenial and nvscclanenos

use. SAs ] vt s oaricle, 3mone
statinns have shown up, as ibey
say whon vsing APRY, mibe
i1l Ragesis i, This seens i
be & very Fasl growing
phenonenon, almost like when
repeaters first showed up n the
Wesl ML, arca.

SIMPLIIX 145,780

i vou belony o MARA vou
kmowe Ihal the club lias besn vsing
135,780 Midz for it's stimplex use.
H there is one thing thal & certain,
a0 voice and Packot-Ragker me
not compatible, cven it we are 10
BRIl aparl,  So Lar, our members
have praciously moved ther 2
meter matfic 1o 149, 770 M,
This s a festimonia o our
cqomibers wiligie ss W adapt anad
work wiih the olher amalew’ s i
ihts aren: we didn't hold o
CELaiyvG aesiny, of i a spoeda
sragteeotn decide this we simply
e b2l

O b nregdant Richie
WHEBTITA called the ARRY. and
taiked wilh bav Mabey MUY and
Siwve " vhes e s el Tond,
WIsBEA Y i the bopes of
diseivering, i thors was any
aitcipt al coordinaing s ~ew
system. Thuloituately, a0 ong has
done avlhing ak the natiomal
level, ver. Thoere are many
probloms in sitempting 1o
coordinate one simple frequengy
Tor a speciic use. Logk at how
146520 MHz has aened o
Some parts of the country, it is
used as a simples chat tieq, wiule
in oher parts, it is still the national
calling Ireq.  Another problem hes
with the {act hat the ARRT, VITF
Banad plan, is a closed planed
syetemn, while the FOCs Kmission
calopinies are opar-cnded | oy
SHIPEY INCANE, WO Can sapenmerni
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with modes and svetems hat ar
not even being dreamed about o
s amte, and tie FOCT grisage
catcgory will already cover .
while the 3and plan doesn't
prinide 1or1's use).

Alter o piee nlnal cist
Steve and Bichee discussed the
impact Lus sysicm couid have
ihe amatete communiiy ard b
ars exoited by ihe prospecls it h
n e the commuminos

RESULTS

The end resull of this is, that
Wesl Michagan now lus o fully
oporational Automatic Packet
Keporiing Sysiem. which aison
fimhedd o 30 melers lor seross b
lohe vt and the MEAR 4
mrenthers have shifted then VT
sitpiex Dequency down W0
“Waonddiet ble be arand. of all »
problems could Be daalt svith ik
k'.:l'-ﬂl._‘t'l.-

Fechans what has st aooorred
the Wesi Michigan area Cun s
it el o) conperaiion betm
amidicues' who have ditterent
wews and neads, Adler alb w
have 1 v tapgethey

WITH CLASS. .

Chice agan, you bnove Bl 5
to Jar away. oo WORO andd
EGHEIC are once agaln gomg k
feaching o MNovice imd Tochnn
class ai the Amencan Red T
Duilding. Fvou know anyonc
whn i3 interesicd in hecoming,
Ham, Sepicmber 1%, 1083, ira
TAH N <9230 POV s the date
remember, The clazs will fast -
12 weeks. "Will there be Mar
Code praciice once again"§
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Membership Roster ar of Tuly 24,1995

MICHIGAN AMATEUR RADIO ALLIANCE

CALL NAME ADDRESS PHONE
KBEMNI  Harold Allen 56 Washinggon Strest Sparta MI §87-8131
KBEMZE. 1 arry Ambiuz 2288 Olde Farm Dr Jenisen MI 6659-9211
NEXHH Jim Bentz 641 Coit Street GrRpds M1 3B0-556%
KSMRC Bert Bouma 1610 Stilesgate SE Gr Rpds M1 245-8511
WCRO T.ee Burgess 46 Indiena Strect SW G RpdsMI 458-9297
NSKWVX Steve Bums 1485-A3 Presion Ridge Gr Rpds MI T91-2254
WDSKWT  Bob Danicls 3924 Flamingo Wyoming MI 532-8392
KGEPI Bill Dells 3531 Briggs Blv NE Gr Rpds MI A61-2498
KBSWIW  SueDells~ 3531 Briggs Blv NE Gr Rpds Ml 361-2498
KB8VQ?Z, Woyne Dowling 2442 West Collier Ave Kentwood MI
WHEZNO Terry Francis o731 Stanton Zeeland MI 895-7075
WEKOM (Hen Gibbons 1035 Kentwood Strect NE Gr Bpds Ml 363-9515%
NSNEK Len Gongalski 214 Richards Street Gr Rpds MI 235-9735
KBSEHM  lyle Griffin 3846 Hazelwood SW Wyoming MI
wWirG Andy Gusack 1852 Ranch Dr NW Gr Rpds MI TU1-0451
WNEXHA Bob Hammond 0-461 Port Shelton Gmdwle M1 457-335%4
AABPW Lloyd Hansen P O Box 678 Nashwlle M
NEDGD Tom Hansen 1302 Walker N'W Gr Rpds MI
KBEUKD Skip Kohdraaki 3321 West River Dr NW Gr Rpds MI
NBLDY Chuck Lemarbre 2640 North Vale DR Apt 10} Gr Rpds MI 365-8013
NENFZ Serge Lisk 307 Avuror SE Gr Rpds M 241-2488
WENZW  Ed Lomasiewcz 271 Lenora NW Gr Rpds MI 453-0451
NENLI Dan Markowski 343 Brandywyne NW Comstock Prk M 784-5973
KGEBK Bud Owen 7685 Chickadee SW Janison MI
NSOAT Denny Purtes 362 Gardener Sparta M1
WEBEHIX Richard Ranta 812 Graceland NE Gr Rpds M I61-5975
KGR0 Mike ‘Timmerman 334 Holister SF. apt 1 Gr Rpda M1
KARZAZ Pete Vanduivendyk 2840 Knapp NE Gr Rpds MI 351-08%3
MERP John Visser 4897 Greichen NW Comstock Prk MI 7850523
NEZVD ELouic Whitc 1713 Vinecrofi WW Gr Rpds MI TH4-118%
NSJXB Bob Wild 1354 Easiem Place NE Gr Rpds Ml 363-9631
NROAR Bill Wisncski 1845 Herrick Ave NE Gr Rpada MI 361-5349
NSLUF Pexy Zamonick £23 Veto NW Gr Rpds ML 4556-8660
President Richard Rasta 361-5975
Vice-President Fee Burgess 458-9297
Secretary
Treasurer DPan Markowska 784-5973
Awards Manager John Visser 783-0523
Net Director Bob Wild 363-9631
Club Trusty Bill Wisneski 361-6349
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