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Happy Holidays
“Tis that kime of yaar once
again”. The shopping is done,
the packages are wyapped,
mom and dad relax, while the
kids try to peek through the
brightly colored paper. Ah
yes, Christmas is that special
fime of the year when we think
of the needs of others, and try
to give what we can. As
Ham’s, we should use this
season a3 one of showing how
thoughtfisl, kind and caring we
are to those who are needing:
all of the people who have fost
thewr house to floods, fires and
other nahwat disasters. That's
when we veally shine. Make
this holiday season a little
brighter: light up someone
else’s star.

From all ofus at the Open
Feed Line,

MEREY CHRISTIAY &

YAPFY NEW YEAR.

CLUB NEWS

Whila we're out celebrating
afl that this season has to offer,
o clob 15 celebrating a new
group of officers for the 1996
year. On December 14th,
MARA held their elections.
NENL Dan Markowski is our
niew president, as well as still
serving as treacrey, NFEP
John Visser is the vice
president, WESHIX Richie
Ranta 13 the secretary, NSLDY
Chnck Lemarbre is now taking
up the heln as the awards
manager onCe again, while
NEIXB Bob Wild is net
director and NBOAR Bill
Wisneski is club trusty. Let’s
all help theze folks in the
COMINE Ve

CONGRATULATICNS
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Sk

FCC 610V
Oa Friday, December 8th, the
FCC finally made available
the long awaited vanity call
sign form. It 13n°t available
from thewr main form address,
but if you sendina S.ASE
requesting 610V to the ARRT.,
they have a supply on hand.
“Naw Club Call-Sign?"
Maybe before nex field day.

At the December meeting,
we watchad a video fiom the
Kenwood company on it’s
new kftig, the TS-B70. It was
a very informative video and
got the whole membership

- discussing what new rig they

wotld liie to get for
Chrigtmas. Dan NENIJ £aid he
was poing to have videos af
every mechng, s0 folke wonld

have something to lock
forward to haxides club

business. Everybody falt thiz
wa# a pood direction for ow
¢lub to take. since members do
drive 3 good distance to attend
the meetings. Look forward
to more srprizes in the -
COmIng year.




While the wind gusts hammer
out houses, another sound can be
heard on 146.460 MHz Owr own
Tom Hansen NEDGL is sending
code practice to Louie NBZVE,
Lonie has been mvolved with
VHE contests lately, and wants to
give the hf bands atry. Good
going guys, and remember, there
ave more folks listening to you
than you know.

This past December 11th,
MARA s first meeting place, TJ
manufacturing, became history.
T closed 1t"s doors to parsne
other interestz. TJ is where we
hetd owr first club meetings, and
offered-classes to inferested
folks. We know it holds pleasant
memories for all the folks who
were thers at the zimt

Terrible Terry’s
Corner

I'would hike to say afew things
about how some of the people
talk o feel T have heard there
are a few that kind of overdo in
their attitude towards others and
make them foe] nwelcome. We
are alt hmman and do error in just
how grea we are, but ham radio
15 not the place to show it I think
that we should welcome all and
fet it be a leamning LIperience no
matter who you are. There is
always something to leam from
owr fellow man Think back to
your chuldhood. Did you know
atl there was to know about the
world? NO. There was that
rowitg up capericnoas you had
along the way. “Why let it stop

now?’ Plus, look what you ean
pass on from your vast
knowledge to others.

T have had people jump in and
help me when I have had a
problem that averwhelming to
me, but to them it was a simple
thing to do. Like one time I could
not figure out how fo change the
time on my compiter and I pot
help from two very nice hams that
told me to go to my DOS prompt
and simply type in time and it
would come up for me to change.
That’s all there wad to it, very

simple and it worked 'Now
that"s how it should be, but then |
have those that say they are
monitoring and when I went back
to them they would not answer.
But when another ham came on.
they answered them. Gee Whiz, 1

. thought everyone liked to talk

with me, What s let down Hi.

Int closing, just remember what
would we do without the garbage
mag, the milk man, the bus driver,
the doctor, the truck driver, the
telephone man ete. Oh yes, I
should have written persons not
man. For that, I am sorry. What
wonld we do without owr gale?

I also atmost forgot this. T have
to say this for the benefit of thoze
who just mipht make the game
mistake I have made. “Don't
send any faxes that just might
offend anyone”. T have done just
that Ipassed on a drawing that I
thonght was very fimny, but Jid
ot kmow their kids used the
computer and the fax 5o I was

told on 2 meters that it was not
appreciated. Sco to those that
think they want to send something
like that, think twice about it und
then just forgetit.

- QK heres a favorite of mine.

Read on

RISK

To laugh iz to risk apearing a fool.
Te wesp is to risk appearing
sentirnental.

Toreach owt for mother is to risk
irrolvement

To expore your feelings is io risk
eRpasing yeur e self

Toplace your ideds, vour dreams
beiore the trowd is to risk their Joss.

To lowe ix to risk not being
laved in retum. T live is to risk dying,
Tohope is to risk despair. To try is to
risk faihre. Bur risks roust be taker
because the sreatest hagard in life is to
rick nothing The person who risk
nothitg, does nothing, has nnthing, i
nothing, He wgy learn bo avaid
suffering snd sorrow, B he simply
camct lesnto feel, chmps, srow,
[owe... live.
chaingd by his sureness, he is always a
sieve, he has forfeited freadom, only a
Perzan wha risks is free.

Author unknown -
Tenry Francis WBSZNO

FOR SAILE dept

- 1- U.S_ military 25 amp. Cont 12

v. Supply, will trade for HT.,
except HTX-202. Call WL7PI
452-1326.

1- Ten-Tec Rec. Dalton $25.00
Call Efbert Pierce 451-4742.
H my of you folky want to sell,
trade, swap or what have you,
write it out and mail it ko pe.




BBS Commands

The BBS system iz running smoothly, and while we do have several new and exciting filez to tell you about, we
feel it's more important for you, the MARA BBS users. to know how to use the system’s neat commaands. For
simplicity sake, we azk all new uszers to Down load the file, USERMAN DOC. This is the file that contains all of'ft
MEYS commands. However, bocanse of all the new folks using it, we 're printing thiz command list for your benefi
“Any questions?” feel fres to ask any of the members, or leave either NEOAR or WBBHIYX a note, and we will get
back to you. Enjoy, after all, thiz is YOUR packet system. Thank you members!

COMMAND MEANING EXAMPILE
I>WBEHIX List all messages going to WBEHIX = MARA
L<WBE8HIX List all mezsages coming firom WBEHIX L=ALLUS
R# Read Message number # R 117880
RM Read all of my messapes:the system knows who yon are, you do not have to enter your call.
D filename The Down load command. Downloads a whole file at once. D USERMAN.DOC
W This commands canses the system to display what we have in ow File area for downloading,
U By itself, this causes the system to show who is on-line and how many messages the system has.
UP fijename The UPLOAD command. YVou upload a file into the file area  UP PART27.DOC
W This 15 the YAPP File area listing command: shows what Ziped files we have,
J MSYS keeps track of what it hears. Enter this te see who has been on the board.
PC calleipn ~ We have a callbook server on line. Gives address and class. PC WBEHIX
P callsipn ~ Want to know when a station wae last on the board? P WESHIX
SP callsign  The send message command. The P means, send Private: it 1s hidden. 5P WBSHIX
8B area The send bulletin commad. Be carcfi] how you use this. It works. EB HAMS

( remember, 3B isa't just for our system it will be sent to ALL systems!)
K# _ The Kill messape command. Kills your message mmber, E 117890

There exist many variations on these commands, thats why you should Download USERMANDOC. If you forget
to kil your read messages, MSYS will antomatically kill Read Maif in 48 howrs. Don’t be concarned abant having
messages that contain swear words in them. MSYS alzo checks ALL incoming/outgoing mail for Bad words and
holds them for the sysop’s mspechion. Below is a partial listing of the neat files we have in the file area and the
YAFT file area Remember, YAPP can only be used over the phone, zince a lot of the files are shureware.

FILE NAME DESCRIPTION FILE AREA
PART97.DOC  The latest and complete FCC amatenr rules. Dated 11/12/95. Download area
STSPLUS ZIP The latest version of STSPLUS for aatelite and space shuitle fracking. YAPP area
DXCC.DOC The latest lishing of connbries added deleted for DXCC. Dated 12/9/85 Downtoad area
NETDIRS5.DOC. Complete ARRL NET directory. Dated £1/12/05 Dowriload vrea
APRE## ZIP. We will try to masntain the latest version of APRS. Check the YAPP area for name.
CLUB-NAME ARC._ A short history on ALL the local Ham clubs. Grara.sre MARA arc.Dovmload area
DECMIN.DOC. MARA will always post on the message aran, their club meeting minutes. 1> MARA
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MERRY CHRISTMASS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
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dB or niot dB?- The anienna

question.

oy L Dt Wadglo: 7

No anternna topic geis more
distoriion of the truih, inteniional
and otherwise, than gaizn.
Adverfissrs and popuiar writsrs
mislaad many an tmwary ham
daspite the best elforis of WIWL,
“Kurt N Siurba” snd others.

How can you Inow the truth?
Start by accapting Dhot wmtil the
fatys Of pRYSLCS At e repaaisd, they
wilt! dictate the maxinum gain of
any particular size or configurdtion
of mtenna.

Lnforiarately, more that a few
manufacturars haza their claims
inztead on the Barmun amd Bailey
law of Tuiman natare, © Theara's a
sucker born every minuce "

Consider verticdlly poiaried
aptennas for two meters that are
ommidirectional in the horizental
plans. Let's say you have a veriical
dipole high znd in the clear. What
ig He gyip®

First zain is relative. In miennas
it it o meazure of Bow nuch
srongss o of wanker s the gioma!
{rorn one anienna is relative io
snother mtmma, when you drive
boih widh ihe sune power. 30
tefare 5 zain fipure means arvihing,
¥Ou st kiow what “ reference”
antanns wras wisd A common
fefeiEnCe antetng is tha “ideal”
dipala- rme with no losses,

Su wial is ine gain of your rsai
dipple? If vour dipgle’s lasses ave
ne@ligitie, its gaik iz ZERO
decibels over ai 1deal reference
dipals, or O wigd

B a0 dE pan figura might not
1ell andennas. Se some call i “wmnity
gain * {¥hers inflate the figurs
But actually, U d5 gain isn’t bad; i
sure beats some antennas--a rubber
duck, for insiance.

Ifwe want more gain, we must sdd
viotoantn. Buot be suindain
horizontal onwmidirsciionally, we
BMUSE st Bhw olwaibiia
vertically, aiong a smele axis--am
arravgactont (ailed “colinear T On
tw 3 misters, a dipale is about threa
feel Jong. A secohd hali-wave dipula
ciacked end-on makes 4 six-foot
adenta, mid infreasac gain o ahout

1

2 dEL U beelar Buew a8 singls
dipoie).

We can increase the gain i about 3
dBd by separating the elemsnis by
twra feet, nuaking the mitenna sight
fept iong. That 3dB increpase kas the
sare offect at A romioks rece:vEr A8
HICT 295INE LT ANSTILLLe Y poTyer DY 3
factor of tave. To 5dd mother 3 A
to the gain ropuires sgain doobizng:
the numbrer of olements, to fou:r
extending overall mitenna length to
18 fet.

How about adding plerments off to
the gide, &% i 8 Tagi? You can, byt
doing 50 produces a nonunform
horizontail pattern; the srtensia is no
ionger ormmidirectional.
Arrvanpements that use the mast 5z a
reflacior are of this typs. They can
ncrease Fais in a favored direciion,
tut at the cost of weakler
pesformance in other direction
There's no Tres lunch,

You can pasily estimate the gain of
an omiiidirectionsa] bwo-meter
autennd, you only need to know Qs
lenpgity. Then, when you ses a8 iva-
fooi sndermna that claims G0B gain
ovor a dipule, ue a the e junl
oitonns with 43,7548 Claum, you
can say, “fertilizer " --or words te
that effect.

REAT. ANTFENNAS

Here are sormg spproximsie roal
gdin calmparie, aui pugnala;
satenyeas that fall ivto thern:

342 roandplane Verticgl
OdBd  dipoie, F-pole AFA Hotrwl
AFH-2
3 dBd: Tzopola, Ringe Bangst
ART-IR, Inamond X200,
Hustler G&-114BaA.
Note that sprae antennas in the 3-
JB4d mr ovrp have parts that don 't
rafdiate decoupling shubs, radials,
the .7 -pole’s maiohiegs ol (or
inttemes. To wifiniete gain
cDrTCtiy, Tou st axclude ehesa
froar the lanptls.
And remember that ait such fimres
are the maximmm possibie zais
Laagges vt the anteanns or fradiine, ar
radtation froem the fredline £m
furrher reducs sctual pain

Eoprimpne tod e Amatdcr Redle e ws Fimpled,
Cucx+for "0 2 7

Jremosne Dociee £5 Tams Sardaca A4S Ky
Kile e Drrednigrer, WOZA S, Elliur [ orchn teel
correetons and dickng Ay F55)

Code d 2o0-g0
B iy Roge, 47T
Tt mar fmistrsting I inew that to
nase Loda tasts Thad to aat. drink,
and sierp-code but T couldn’t tak
“Aorse tutor” with rae evervivhe
Howr vou cary. Aest the Pocket
Alorse Traiver from Coimpates
Sided Technolnmy. The company
ntiers savarsl VAYSINGS YONSINE 1A
price fromn 20 tn 0 qdntlare

Iorpennity nad po opmarisity ia
“oduwy Wi e delaze nrodel,
Wlaiha LGt S T UL AR SR L
51T miedes.
LISDE I plars combiuenus randca 03
spaedy fom 2 1o 20 WML
MODE 2 provides s randaig o532 tes
that vour can chacl; azainst an snswer
chast.
MODE S Presalos Q50" slolas 4
actuai cafe tesis-fom 3 ko 31 WM.
MODT 4, Altows vou ta tasf yom'
aceuracy by providing a QL0 you can
check asainst an answer koy.
MORE 5 is mieiasctve. Voo fell @ wh
to play the next character or te vepoat
e Last o
MODF & pkovs imtumians randemi wn
RS
What males the trainaer great is th
it fits in vows shirt pocket. Tring
tha sarphonex, rou cam review ym
code while doinge civores, driving,
workowl ot the gy, or just about
dnyithing elie,
Drawhacks ara that the continuouy
S50 mode becowes prediciacls &
your proliciency sdvances, and o
randori Wordl grungs sbup aliag a
fewr rinuakes.< Most ynedes play
vontinaonsly, withowt i ;.
The 1 x2-1/4 331 unit weighs 2
ounoes | not includinge the 9-vaki
DATTATT (AL FUNS it 10r 77 ROUrS).
Whather you are & Moo ws Bege e
ur yiu just want La polst yos
thiz device is idwal. Tou can orde:
Foclhet Morse Trainer from
Comnputay sided Technolagy, 101
Tonrne Tirien, Tiallas, T 75205
Raprinied roar amaiaur Sadic News
Yervive [rovespor D337 00 Jone Mo
fﬂpﬂj‘t‘i Y dopckieg A20 fikbuw Coow
“haohisa QI A4 TEC ediior,

And. .

Lloyd Hansem AARTW ranvad. Hi:
new addrass and phone are, 121
Fraklin S5E.GR AT 40508, 774-
1281
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Membership Roster as of December 15, 1995

MICHIGAN AMATEUR RADIO ALLIANCE

 CALL

| KRSMNI
KBSMLR
NEYZM
NSXHH
KSMRO
WCR0
NEKVX
WDSKWT
KCSPI
KBSW.IW
KBSVOZ.
K3OOK
WREZND
WEK M
NSNEK
KBAEHM
WTPG
NSXILA
AASPW

| NSDGD
 RRRELK 1)
| NHLBY

| NENYZ
WENZW
NEN1J
KGRBK
KB3QAT
NBOAT
WRSHIN
WDEIMEY
| WBSPX

| KFSAN

: KGSQOQ

| KASZAZ
I NFAP

I NSZVB

| NS.IXR

i NHOAR

: NSVWI

| NEWKQ

. NSLUF

NAME

HAROLD ALLEN

LARRY AMBREYZ -

DOUG APPLEGATE - .

JIM BENTZ

BRERT BOUMA .

LEE BT/RGESS
STEVE BURNS

ROBERT DANIELS

BILL DELLS

SUE DFLLS

WAYNE DOWLING

MIKE EILERS
TERRY FRANE

LS

i85 -

GLEMNN GIBBONS
LEN GONGALSKE
I.YLE GRIFFIN
ANDY GUSACK .
BOB HAMMOND +

LLOYD RANSEN
TOM HANSEN
SkIF KOMDRAAKD |

b

CHUCK LEMARRBRE

SERGE LISK

" 4731 Staskon Zedkihi M1 49464 .

ADDRESS

" 86 Washingion Streel Sparia ML 49345
+ 2288 Olde Farm Dr Junisen M14Y428

4742 Hunahes per NE Grand Rapids ML 49505

" §41 Coit St NE Grand Rapids M1, 49503

1610 Stilesgate SL Grand Rapids MI.49508

46 Indiana SW Grand Rapids MI. 49504

1485 A3 Preston Ridge Grand Raplds MI49506
3924 Flamingo Wyoming M1, 49509

3531 Briggs Bly NE Grand Rapids ML 49505
3531 Brigax RY.w NF, Grand Rapids M1.49505
2442 West Collier Ave Kentwood ML 49546-6115
3563 ¢ Mile RD NIL Srand Rapids M1, 49505-91 14
WA

1935 Kentwood DR ME Grapd Kaplds ML 49365
214 Richards NW Grind Rapldy ML49504

1844 Haielwood SW Wyoeming MIL49509

1852 Ranch DR NW Grangd Rapids ML 49504,

. 0-461 Port Shelton Grandvllle M1.49418 < *

P O Box 678 Nashville ML49073-0678

1302 Watker NW Grand Raplds ML49504

332F West Kiver DK NW Grand Raplds MEAY504
17295 Algoma Read Cedar Springs ML49319

307 Auror SE Grand Rapids M1.49507

EDMUND LOMASIEWICZ 271 Lenora NW Grand Raplds ML49504
DAN MARKOAVSKI

BLD OWEN

TOM PIKAART
DENNMY PURTEE

RICHARD RANTA

SCOTT ROWE
LEONARD SCHAAFSMA
COLUMBUS STEWART
MIKE TIMMERMAN

343 Brandywyne NW Cometack Park MI1.49321
Fo8S Chickades SW Jendson M1.49428

2187 Loe 5W Wyominp MLASS0Y

361 Gardener Sparta ML49345

£12 Graceland NE Grand Raptds ML43303-436)
226 Horten SE Crad Raplds M1L4SSU7

1243 Lake M1! DR NW Grand Raplds MI. 49584
P {) Box 83E273 Kepdwond M1L49518

J34 Holisler SE APT #1 Grund Rapids ME495046

PETER VANDUIVENDYK 2840 Kuapp NE Grand Rapids ML 49505

JOHN VISSER
LOUIE WHITE

BOB WILD

BILE WISNTS K

BILL ZAIDEL
CONNIF, ZATDEL

TERRY ZIMONICK

4897 Gretchen NYY Comytock Park MY.49321

1713 Vinceroft NW Grand Rapids MI.493504

1354 Easierm PL NF. Corand Rapids M L4Y505

1845 Merrick Ave NI Grand Rapids ML 425054866
1660 Elzabreth NW Grand Rapids ML49504-2002
1660 Elzabreth NW Crramd Haplds ML 4YS1M4-20§12
823 Veto NW Grand Rapids ML 43504

.
A

;:: B

FIIONE

EE7-8131
6699211
JO1-YESh
330-3959
2458511
458-9297
791 2294
5328392
3o1-2498
361-2495%
9574641

HY5. 70715
Jbd ¥5IS
2354735
338111
To1-t4 51
457-3554

45404630

6904399
241-2488
4530451
TR4-54973

J61-35T8

7419190

3ol 0853
TR5-052)
T8X-113%
Jn3-9631
3616345
I3-55

455-5060

Deason,

aelings, fuom. Uha, Opon, oo, dima

The Upen-Feed-Line is published quarterty by the MICHLIGAN AMATEUR RADIO ALLIANCE




