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Ham of the Year
Jim Jaworowicz AA8JR
At the“New Hams Dinner”, February
16th,MARA’s Secretary, Jim Cordes, KI8JD,
announced that Jim Jaworowicz AA8JR had
been voted "Ham of the Year". Jim is the
primary designer and builder of the Lowell
ARC repeater, 145.270MHz. He has also
helped and supported the Lowell Weather
station, and other Amateur Radio organizations
with technical support. He has also provided
much design and installation support for the
Lowell High School "shack", which is becoming
the communications center for the Lowell area
as well as training for the youth members
striving for their ham tickets. Congratulations
Jim. "Thank you for contributing so much for
so many." While Jim couldn’t make the dinner
due to a bad cold, I talked with him later and
he was just excited about being honored.
If you have any suggestions for “Ham of the
Year”, send them to Jim Cordes KI8JD c/o
MARA, PO Box 670, Comstock Park, Mi.
49321-0670.

Ham Fests
5/4/02 Wexaukee ARC Cadillac BOB WD8RZL
231-775-0085
6/1/02 IRA ( see page 6 in this issue for info)
6/2/02 Chelsea ARC Jeff Cowall N8KPA
734-475-2424
6/15/02 Midland ARC Eldon Hall N8STF
989-643-5101
6/16/02 Monroe County RCA Fred Van Daela KA8EBI
734-242-9487 ( after 5PM)
6/22/02 Barry ARA Jack Hill K8YPW
POBOX 370 Hastings MI 49058
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SKYWARN-KCEST
By Jim Cordes KI8JD

I am happy to report that I was able to attend
the SkyWarn training class this year. It was
held at the Kent Intermediate School District
center on the East Beltline on March 20, 2002
at 7:00 PM. The class was free. I had never
been to one of these classes, and found it to
be very interesting, and of course,
informative.
Lieutenant Jim Van Bendegom, of the Kent
County Sheriff's department, opened the
class. He is the Emergency Management
Coordinator for Kent County. Meteorologists
from Wood TV-8, WXMI TV-17, and WZZM
TV-13 each made a 10 minute presentation.
At 7:35, Mike Heathfield of the National
Weather Service began the class. The class
ran until 10 o'clock, with a 10-minute break at
8:30.
The purpose of the class is to train people
to be weather spotters. Even with Doppler
radar, weather spotters are still a very
important part of the severe weather warning
system.
Primarily, it had to do with severe
thunderstorms. Thunderstorms occur almost
everywhere on earth, and we certainly get our
share of them here in West Michigan. We
basically grow up with thunderstorms, but not
many of us are called to investigate the
mechanics of these storms. Luckily, they gave
out lots of printed information, including 2
books. With these books, I will be able to
study and review much of the information that
was presented in the class.
(continued on page 4)
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*

*
Club activities

MARA holds their weekly 2 meter Net on the MARA W8USA repeater,
145.410 MHz -600Khz PL. 94.8., every Thursday, at 8 PM,except the
2nd Thursday of the month. MARA holds their monthly meetings on the
2nd Thursday of the month at Saint Adalberts Benevolent Society Aid
Hall, located at 5th Street and Davis NW. We meet at 7:30PM upstairs.
All are welcome.
*Some of these offices are still open. If you’d like to volunteer, contact one of the
board members and let them know what your interested in.

MARA club officers
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Visit MARA's Web page http://WWW.W8USA.ORG

Prez’s 2 Bits
By Dan Markowski N8NIJ

Well winter is finally
over and we can now
think about outside
projects again. This is
the time when Hams
erect antennas and
towers and think
about camping and
other outdoor
activities. This is also
the time of year when
our club makes plans
for field day and the
coffee stops. We are
approaching the time
when our Memorial
Day coffee stop is
almost upon us.
Obviously as in the
past we need people
to fill spots for the
weekend. This year
we have decided that
we will run our
Memorial Day event
from 4:00 PM on
Saturday May 25th
through Monday May
27th. This means that
we will have less time
slots to fill. Please
make plans to spend
a shift. You will be
providing a public
service and
contributing to your
club at the same time.
We again will be
working with GRARA
on this event. Please
visit the GRARA
website and look over
the signup form. Pick

a time slot that fits
your needs. It’s as
easy as that. Your
contribution will be
appreciated by many.
The club has made
the decision to move
the repeater to our
former site. We have
the approval from the
management of the
building and will be
making the move in
the near future. We
will be purchasing a
new antenna and a
few other necessary
items prior to the
move. Returning to
the former site will
improve coverage.
We also will be
looking into the
possibility of providing
phone patch
capabilities. When
the time comes to
make the move we
will need help in
moving and installing
the equipment.
Information will be
made available prior
to the move
concerning dates and
times.
If you haven’t
noticed, our website
has been updated. I
would like to express
my thanks to Rich
Ranta K8JX for all the
hard work involved in
the updating. If you
plan on attending

Field Day this year
please attend the next
club meeting so that
we can formulate
plans for this event.
The event will take
place at a site on
Four-mile and
Fruitridge. We will be
looking forward to
seeing you there.
Dan Markowski N8NIJ
President MARA

Repeater
Status
.
Phase two of our
system is going
through its paces.
Preparing it for the
move and installation
at the old site. This
involves observing the
controller, the
repeater itself and
checking everything
out so we get no
surprises when we
move it up there. As
you may know, Rich
Douglas KC8NKA is
also sharing in ALL
the responsibilities of
maintaining the
system. There will be
two people watching
the system at various
times, so if anything
does happen, we’re
covered. We all can
sleep better at night.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Repeater Status
continued from page 3)

What we can use right
now is your
involvement. If you
hear anything strange
issuing forth from the
repeater, please let
any of the board
members or either
Richard know. We
want an efficient and
clean machine. But
we need your ear.
Thanks again, and
we’ll be seeing you at
the coffee stops.
(SkyWarn continued from
page 1)

The class included
some impressive
videos. The video of
the F-5 tornadoes
sent chills up my
spine. These F-5
tornadoes are a
worst-case situation,
and account for most
of the storm-related
deaths here in West
Michigan over the last
50 years. And there
were only 2 cases of
them! The tornadoes
of 1956 and 1965
(Palm Sunday) were
F-5 tornadoes. Given
the increase in
population and urban
sprawl since 1965, I
can imagine that the
death toll from a
single F-5 tornado
could rise into the
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thousands. Of course,
I am not an expert.
However, it is
important to know that
tornadoes are not the
only cause for
concern. Flash
flooding is also a
major killer. Two feet
of moving water can
carry away most
automobiles. If water
is moving across the
road, do not drive
through it, because it
is hard to know how
deep it really is.
Almost half of the
flash flood deaths are
vehicle related.
Lightning is also
dangerous, and
occurs in all
thunderstorms.
Lightning tends to
strike the tallest
object, make sure that
object is not you. Golf
courses, lakes,
hilltops, and under
trees are all bad
places to be when
lightning is nearby. If
you get caught
outside during a
thunderstorm, crouch
down, but do not lie
flat on the ground.
Lying flat increases
your chances of being
shocked by currents
flowing through the
earth. And again, stay
away from tall objects,
such as trees. Ham
radio operators are

more at risk from
lightning than the
general population,
due to our antennas
and towers. Your best
defense is to have a
way of unhooking
your feed lines from
your house, to keep
the lightning from
entering the home. In
the event of a
lightning strike, be on
the lookout for fire!!!
There is not enough
room here to cover
everything that a ham
should know about
lightning. The best
source of information
is probably the
Internet. If you don't
have a computer, you
can go to the library
and use theirs. Start
at the ARRL web site,
and follow the links
from there.
(Picture this: you
are checking in to the
severe weather net
with your outside
antenna. You are
wearing headphones,
and have the mike in
your hand. You could
fry your brain.)
Hail and high winds
are also dangerous,
but are associated
more with property
damage than
fatalities.
(Continue on page 5)

A few years ago,
there was major wind
damage in Walker.
Now, the sirens will
sound anytime winds
over 70 mph are
expected, whether or
not there is tornado.
Another point that
was stressed was that
the sirens are
effective only for
people who are
outside. Our homes
now have insulation,
air conditioning, etc. If
you really want to be
safe, you need to get
a weather alert radio.
The National Weather
Service would like to
see one in every
home. They cost
about $30.00.
In conclusion; the
class was worth the
effort, and if I can, I
will attend again next
year. During the
break, I joined the
Kent County
Emergency Services
Team (KCEST). By
the end of the class,
they presented me
with 2 laminated ID
cards, with my picture
on them. I was
impressed! As a
brand-new member of
KCEST, I don't have
much to say right
now. I will check it out
and let you know.
There will be a
Damage Assessment

program on Thursday,
April 25th at The Red
Cross Building, near
Fuller Ave NE and
Leonard St NE. Be
there by 7PM. This is
close to being called a
“required” course.
Dave DeVos, KF8QL
will be teaching it.
If you ever need
help gathering
information about
topics such as these,
feel free to contact our
Education Director.
He is willing to help.
73, Jim ki8jd

Club News,
Events…SK
Spring and summer
are always a busy
time for us hams. This
year is no exception.
On April 27, 2002,
The March of Dimes
can use your talents
in volunteering to help
them out. For further
information, contact
Gram Merrill
KB8SEW at 2840280. Of course, what
would late spring be
without the River
Bank Run. If you’d
like to put your good
Amateur talents to
use there, give
Christine Nabkey a
call at 676-2310. The
race will take place on
May 11,2002. Let’s
show Western

Michigan what us
Hams are made of.
One of our original
members, Harold
Allen, KB8MNI, just
got married. He’s 86
and I can’t say how
young she is. We wish
you two the best.
Andy Gusack W7PG,
is now living at Shore
Haven Living Center,
in Grand Haven. Andy
would love to here
from you. Write him or
give him a call. He’s
going to be 95 years
young this year.
Gale Scholten N8GS,
is learning to use a
Microchip
programming unit he
just got. He said he is
learning to make and
develop circuits that
can be very handy for
us hams. We should
all look for Gale to
bring his latest
invention with him
when he goes to
breakfast on Saturday
We send our
condolences to Lee
Burgess W8ZP, on
the passing of his 33
year old daughter this
past month, due to
cancer.
We also send our
sympathy to the Sam
Nabkey K8SN family,
on the passing of his
dad. We all share
your great loses.

5

