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“Build your Burger!” 
 

 
(Above Mike K8OOk, Betty & Rich Z. ) 

 
It takes a lot of work to put on our Build Your 
Burger fund raiser. The volunteers get there 
by 3PM and from then on, it’s peel and chop 
onions, mix coleslaw and prepare all the 
fixings tray. Above you see ( L to R) Mike 
K8OOK, Rich & Betty Z. hard at work getting 
the work done. 
 

 
 
Above, while Mike K8OOK sorts out wax 
paper, Dan N8NIJ stacks beef padties, which 
Betty Z. is forming. This is team work at its 
best. The supplies were well thought out! We 
didn’t run out of anything this time around! 

( more pictures on page 4) 

 
 

 

 
Skype our meetings 

 
 

 
 

(Jason KD8UCP checks the SKPE link with James 
KD8ULU) 

 
Our club holds monthly club meetings. We’ve 
learned over the years that if we wish to have 
a full house, we need to make it easier to 
attend our meetings. Our last two meeting 
places were handicap accessible, which really 
helped those folks who needed an easy way to 
go to our meetings. We have had elevators in 
both places but that wasn’t quite enough. 
Some of our members live outside of town and 
it isn’t an easy job to drive a long distance just 
to attend our meetings. So, starting with 
holding our meeting at the Plainfield Township 
Fire Dept. Training center, we’ve used 
Microsoft’s “Skype” to bring our meeting to our 
members and them to us!  Above, you see 
Jason talking with James who lives in Rockford 
MI. We’ve used Skype for not only our 
meetings, but also during last summer’s Field 
Day. This is just one way in which we attempt 
to accommodate the needs of our members. 
It’s also neat to see technology finally actually 
being put to good use. 
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The Open Feed Line 
   The Open Feed Line is published 
quarterly. It is the official journal of the 
Michigan Amateur Radio Alliance, or 
MARA for short. 
   MARA, an American Radio Relay 
League affiliated club, was created to 
provide opportunities for friendship, 
community service, increasing technical 
knowledge, and upgrading our skills in 
the hobby of Amateur Radio. 
   You may freely reprint any material in 
the Open Feed Line, but please credit 
the Open Feed Line, the original author, 
and the original publication, if given. 
   Everybody is encouraged to submit 
original articles on topics relevant to the 
hobby of Amateur Radio to the editor. 
The deadline for submission is the end 
of January, April, July, and October, and 
the newsletter will be published within 
the following month. 

Publisher 
Michigan Amateur Radio Alliance 
Post Office Box 670 
Comstock Park MI 49321-0670 
Visit our website- http://www.w8usa.org  
E-mail us at- w8usa@arrl.net 

 
 Editor   

 Richard M. Ranta K8JX 
812 Graceland NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
E- mail- rranta@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership Information 
   Annual dues to MARA are $20.  
Family memberships are an additional 
$5. Persons aged 70 and over - $20.00. 
Membership is free to students under 
21. Memberships expire on December 
31st, and club dues are due on January 
1st.  MARA membership is open to all 
interested persons. 
   Please send change of address 
information and membership 
applications to the club secretary. 

 
 

Great Lakes Award 
Send inquiries regarding the Great 
Lakes Award to the Awards Manager 
Larry Dells KC8KVR c/o 
MARA     
P.O.Box 670 
Comstock Park MI 49321-0670 
E-mail-  LLDGRD@netscape.net 

                                                     
 

MARA Club Officers 
 
 
    President       Vice President  
       Barton Bechtel N8XQH                 Larry Dells KC8KVR                     
       6155 Horstmeyer RD                      4317 Willow Dr. NE                      
       Lansing, MI 48911                      Grand Rapids MI 49525               
                                                                  616-363-8235                               
                                                          LLDGRD@netscape.net               
 
        Secretary           Treasurer 
       Mike Eilers K8OOK                        Jerry Wittkoski W8MSK 
       3648 Sundance Ln NE                1025 Kendalwood St. NE 
       Grand Rapids MI 49525               Grand Rapids MI 49505 
        616-363-4998                                616-363-6146 
       K8ook@comcast.net                  jeromeW551@aol.com 
 

Appointed Positions 
         Awards Manager                       Club Trustee 
       Larry Dells KC8KVR                    Richard M. Ranta K8JX 
       4317 Willow Dr. NE                     812 Graceland NE 
       Grand Rapids MI 49525              Grand Rapids Mi 49505 
       616-363-8235                              616-361-5975 
      LLDGRD@netscape.net              rranta@sbcglobal.net 
                   
         Membership Director               Education Director 
       Mike Eilers K8OOK                     Larry Dells KC8KVR 
      3648 Sundance Ln NE                   4317 Willow Dr.NE 
     Grand Rapids MI 49525                Grand Rapids MI 49525 
       616-363-4998                              616-363-8235 
       K8OOK@comcast.net              LLDGRD@netscape.net                
 
         Bereavement Director               Field Day Chairperson 
       Jerry Wittkoski W8MSK                Barton Bechtel N8XQH 
       1025 Kendalwood St. NE            6155 Horstmeyer RD                       
       Grand Rapids MI 49505     Lansing, MI 48911                       
       616-363-6146 
       jeromeW551@aol.com                     Net Director 
                                                   Richard M. Ranta K8JX 
                                                             812 Graceland NE 
                                                             Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
                                                           rranta@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Webmaster -- ERIN AMMONS   KD8NSU 
                                               6155 Horstmeyer RD   
                                                Lansing, MI 48911                       

Webmaster@W8USA.ORG 

 
Club activities 

   MARA holds their weekly 2-meter Net, every Thursday, at 8 PM on the 
MARA W8USA repeater, 145.230 MHz -600Khz PL. 94.8.  MARA holds 
their monthly meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:30PM, 
at the Plainfield Township Fire Dept. Training Building, located on the SW 
corner of 5 Mile RD and Plainfield Ave NE, in Grand Rapids. This site is 
handicap accessible. 
                 All are welcome to attend our meetings.  

Visit our web page  www.w8usa.org 
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Wayne Dowling K8WMD 
Memorial month December 2013 
During our November club meeting, a 
motion was made to make December, 
Wayne Dowling Memorial month.  

 

 

 

 

Wayne served our club as president and 
vice-president. He was always willing to 
volunteer to help get an event off the 
ground and would help to see it through 
till its completion. When bad knee’s kept 
him from standing up for too long, he 
would show up anyway to offer help and 
encouragement to all involved in the 
event. His wife Marian also gave a lot of 
herself to the betterment of the club they 
both loved a lot. One of the unfinished 
projects that was talked about was a 
Mara member cook book. Our member’s 
favorite recipes collected in one book.  

The picture of Marian below was taken 
at the Build your Burgers event we held 
on November 8th, 2013. While her family 
surprised her by bringing her out on that 
cold night, Marian offered a donation to 
the club in her husband’s name. A 
favorite memory I have of Wayne was 
when he drove his father to our new 
repeater site. His dad wasn’t a ham, but 
Wayne let him participate in ham radio 
by letting him and me chat. I told 
Wayne’s dad he should be very proud of 
his son, since the repeater site he was 
looking at was mainly responsible by 
Wayne’s untiring efforts. 

We do miss you, our dear friend.  

 

 

Mara Board Officers 2014 
It was at the November meeting that we 
closed the nominating process for Mara 
officers for the year 2014. The only 
contested office was for secretary: there 
were two nominations. Rich, K8JX who 
has served as secretary before, dropped 
out and that left just the non-contested 
officers. By our By-laws, if an office isn’t 
contested, and the present holder 
desires to remain in that office for 
another year, the election process 
allows for the present folks to stay 
without holding a voting process. For the 
year 2014,  

President BARTON BECHTEL N8XQH 

Vice President LARRY DELLS KC8KVR 

Secretary MIKE EILERS K8OOK 

Treasurer JERRY WITTKOSKI W8MSK 

 



(more Burger Photos) 

 

 

Here, Nancy N8IPG and Irene, 
W8MSK’s XYL, unpack the deserts. 

 

 

Slicing the cake. It’s a tough job, but 
somebody has to do it! 

 

Presto! A filled desert table.  

 

 

 

The gangs almost all here. L to R, an 
unidentified man, behind him, Barton 

N8XQH, Jack AB8ND, Rich D. 
KC8NKA, Irene and Jerry W8MSK. 

 

Carl, WA8AAT, Mara’s photographer 
and his XYL  Evelyn KB8ILI rest up after a 

hearty meal. 

 

Two tired, but satisfied members! 



Let’s start building a tower 
base! 

At an earlier Mara club meeting, Paul 
K9BOJ, asked for help in putting in his 
tower base. Thinking that this late 
summer, early fall weather wouldn’t hold 
much longer, several of our members 
gathered together at Paul’s QTH. Below 
are the photo’s documenting this 
monumental task. (After all day outside, 
muscles they didn’t know they had 
ached!) 

 

That’s Paul down at the hole with post 
hole diggers. Bags of cement are 
waiting to be mixed in Larry Dells 

KC8KVR’s electric mixer. 

 

Paul is checking the form. It has to be 
just right. 

 

 

 

 

Above Mike Hood KD8JB carries 
materials down to the hole. Many hands 

to make for short work. 

 

 

After all that work, we check on the 
level.  Can’t get much better than right in 

the center. Now, to be a true ham, we 
wait till the freezing rain or/and snow 

before we install the antennas. 

“GOOD WORK GUYS!” 

 



Let’s learn the Morse code. 
Morse code in a day will never happen. 
How many Amateurs have learned and 
improved their speed in CW is by 
practice, practice, practice and then 
some more practice. But it can be fun 
too. Our club has talked about holding a 
Morse code “learning” class for the past 
few years. Our problem has been 
finding a place to hold it, securing a 
qualified instructor and giving the 
students all they need to succeed.  

 Our members have a long history of 
providing Morse code lessons and 
practice on the air. We’ve used several 
different club’s repeaters to provide our 
class. We started this back in 1992 and 
our last class was October 2002. In that 
time, the Morse code requirement was 
dropped in getting an Amateur License. 
So basically, we’re on our own. Ok, let’s 
get together and come up with the 
energy to see this through. We need 
basically several things to get this up 
and going. 

 1. YOU, the interested student, who is 
willing to commit the effort into 
practicing daily, or as your able. 

 2. A nice quiet building where we can 
fill it up with dots and dashes.  

3. Someone willing to invest their time in 
presenting the teaching of the Morse 
code.  

This last has been a problem. Perhaps 
instead of looking just for one person, 
maybe we can interest several. 

 I’m including the ARRL’s W1AW code 
practice sessions time and frequencies. 

This will help you, no matter what your 
speed now is. 

 

Below are listed the frequencies that 
W1AW sends Practice code.   

Morse code Transmissions 

Frequencies are 1.8025, 

 3.5815,  

7.0475,  

14.0475,  

18.0975,  

21.0675,  

28.0675  

and 147.555 MHz. 

 

Slow Code = practice sent at 5, 7-1/2, 
10, 13 and 15 words per minute (wpm). 

 

Fast Code = practice sent at 35, 30, 25, 
20, 15, 13 and 10 wpm. 

 

Code bulletins are sent at 18 wpm. 

 

CW frequencies include code practices, 
Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins. 

 

World Wide Web: You can also find 
W1AW code practice here on 
ARRLWeb, in MP3 format. Other 
resources can be found on the 
ARRLWeb Learn CW page. 



So, you want to learn the Morse Code? Here’s one good place to start: 
Daily Code Practice from W1AW. 
W1AW Operating Schedule 

 Updated March 11, 2013. 

  

Pacific Mtn Cent East UTC   Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

6 am 7 am 8 am 9 am 1300z     
Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

7 - 9 am 

 
10 am -
12:45 
pm 

8 - 10 
am 

 
11 am -
1:45 
pm 

9 - 11 
am 

 
Noon - 
2:45 
pm 

10 am - 
Noon 

 
1 - 3:45 
pm 

1400z 
to 
1600z 

- 

1700z 
to 
1945z 

  Visiting Operator Time 

1 pm 2 pm 3 pm 4 pm 2000z   
Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

2 pm 3 pm 4 pm 5 pm 2100z   Code Bulletin 

3 pm 4 pm 5 pm 6 pm 2200z   Digital Bulletin 

4 pm 5 pm 6 pm 7 pm 2300z   
Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

5 pm 6 pm 7 pm 8 pm 0000z   Code Bulletin 

6 pm 7 pm 8 pm 9 pm 0100z   Digital Bulletin 

6:45 
pm 

7:45 
pm 

8:45 
pm 

9:45 
pm 

0145z   Voice Bulletin 

7 pm 8 pm 9 pm 10 pm 0200z   
Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

Slow 
Code 

Fast 
Code 

8 pm 9 pm 10 pm 11 pm 0300z   Code Bulletin 

W1AW's transmitting schedule occurs at the same local Eastern time throughout the year. 

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23Fast_Code
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23Fast_Code
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23Slow_Code
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23Slow_Code
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23cw_info
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23digital
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule%23voice
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