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Field Day 2015 by Gale Sholten N8GS 
 
This year’s Field Day was different.   Setup went very 
smoothly this year even though the sky was dark and 
rain was only a few miles away, we never saw a drop 
of rain.  With the temperature in the mid 70’s this was 
the most comfortable setup I can remember although 
the wind made putting up the messenger line for the 
80 meter dipole a bit of a challenge by making my 
quadcopter somewhat hard to control, but we got 
the job done and the antenna in the air.    

Placing a bulkhead panel in one of the windows 
worked well.  Because we purchased 500 feet of coax 
to use for Field Day we were able to cut custom 
lengths to reach from the antennas to the window 
instead of patching together multiple lengths of 
coax.  Those shorter lengths could then be used 
inside the building.   

Our power plant ran smoothly and consumed a little 
less than 3 gallons of gas.  Those Honda EU2000i 

generators are amazing little units.  Having the two 
generators connected in parallel worked very well 
because it allowed us to run one generator at a time 
then when the running generator got low on fuel we 
started the second generator to take the load and 
then shut down the first unit so that it could be 
refueled.  Using this method there was zero down 
time for the station operators.    This is quite a change 
from 10 years ago when we typically used 20 gallons 
of gas to get through the 24 hours of Field Day and 
had to shut down every few hours for refueling while 
holding a flashlight to see where the fuel was going. 

We did have a couple glitches, but what would Field 
Day be without them?  As has happened many times 
before some of our CW operators did not bring 
adaptors for their key.  If you plan to run CW you 
need to have adaptors to ¼ inch and/or 1/8 inch radio 
jacks. Also if you are using a Bug or straight key you 
need to have a mono to stereo adaptor.   

We were not successful in getting out digital station 
which was running FL-digi to talk to N1MM.  The guys 
think they have figured out what the problem was 
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but there wasn’t time to reinstall the programs and 
reconfigure.  The operators at this station had to be 
careful to change band and mode manually in N1MM.  

 KN4CK brought his very impressive triple monitor 
Elecraft station and ran up a very nice score with it.  
The third station was an IC-718 that was used on 80m 
and 15m.   The 40m and 80m dipoles worked well 
enough but it would be nicer if those had been 
multiband antennas.   

It was very encouraging to see N1MM being used in a 
network environment with the radios interfaced to it.  
Logging went much more smoothly this year.   

We had several visitors this year and they stayed for 
quite a while.  It was nice to see some new faces at 
our MARA Field Day.  I hope they enjoyed the BS and 
trash talk that was being spread around as much as 
we did.  I think this could have been called an official 
pick on Larry Dells weekend.  It appears that the only 
thing Larry forgot to bring to Field Day was a kitchen 
sink.   

I have already begun to assemble a list of things to do 
next year that should improve our setup and score.  
Speaking of which we made 715 contacts this year for 
2122 points plus a few bonus points. 

I am already thinking about what we can and/or 
should do differently next year. 

73’s 

N8GS 

 

Stats were much improved over the Field Day Event 
from last year.  On the side you can see the bands 
worked during the event and the running contact 
accumulations.  There were some additional 
adjustments to the data (e.g. removing dupes and 
adjusting point accumulations from other phases of the 
contest) This chart is from N1MN Log program just 
prior to the final tally done by N8GS. -ed 

 
Field Day Stats  
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The Open Feed Line is now published on a sliding 
schedule and you can expect a minimum of four 
issues per year. 
It is the official journal of the Michigan Amateur 
Radio Alliance, or MARA for short. MARA, an 
American Radio Relay League affiliated club, was 
created to provide opportunities for friendship, 
community service, increasing technical knowledge, 
and upgrading our skills in the hobby of Amateur 
Radio. 
You may freely reprint any material in the Open Feed 
Line, but please credit the Open Feed Line, the 
original author, and the original publication, if given.  
Everybody is encouraged to submit original articles 
on topics relevant to the hobby of Amateur Radio to 
the editor. 
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NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

MARA OFFICERS 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Interesting tidbit!  Mike, K8OOK was rummaging around 
at a Flea Market and found this picture: A 10-10 

Certificate from bygone days in the name of his Ham 
Radio Mentor!  Its’ a wonder what can be found if you 

just look a little harder! 
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Field Day 2015 
 

Field Day  

LOWELL  

 

 

  

Dan Hartman, KD8ZAT, Left, Working a rather vacant 80 meter Band at the onset of the contest.  Corey Grahn, 
KD8SZZ, Right, working some of the 20 Meter Digital operations.  

Greg Stoike, KN4CK, Left, Covered the 40 Meter Phone Band with his impressive KX3 station.  On Right, Mike Eilers. 
Was one of several CW operators adding to the score. 
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More Field Day . . .  
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Top Left: Barton, N8XQH, MARA President operates with Roger W8DAY and Dan, KD8ZAT looking on. Top Right: Gale, N8GS left, 
Distinguished Visitor Plainfield Township Fire Chief David Peterson, Center, and Carey Grahn, KD8SZZ on the right.  Center Left: 

(Left to right) Mike, KD8JB, Mike, K8OOK, and Corey, KD8SZZ Operating 20 CW. Center Right: Dan, N8NIJ, Gale, N8GS, Visitors, 
Mike Stark, KB8KB, Rockford, and Wendell Broome, K8OO or Belmont.  Lower Left: Mike K8OOK, Logging in another CW contact.  
Lower Right:  Jerry, W8MSK Multitasking CW with Dan, KD8ZAT watching and learning. 
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Walk to END 
Alzheimers 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Stephanie Grahn and I am part of the 
Grand Rapids Walk to End Alzheimer’s planning 
committee. Currently there are over five million 
Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease, and by 
2050, this number will triple. My own grandfather 
was diagnosed in September 2014. My dream is to 
become a neurologist/neuroscientist specializing in 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. I hope to be part of the 
group who finds a cure for one or both of these 
degenerative diseases. I would appreciate it if you 
would check out my personal page and possibly 
send me a donation. Thank you.  

 

To learn more about Stephanie and her Alzheimer’s 
walk, please visit Stephanie’s Web Site. 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?px=9138198&pg=personal
&fr_id=7555&s_src=boundlessfundraising&s_subsrc
=:sub_source 

 

 

 

Burger Nite 

Spring 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Grann (Daughter of VP Corey Grahn, 
KD8SZZ) with her Grandfather. 

Burger Nite  

Top:  Grill Master Dan Markowski, N8NIJ 

Bottom: Edward J Novakowski N8UXN 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?px=9138198&pg=personal&fr_id=7555&s_src=boundlessfundraising&s_subsrc=:sub_source
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?px=9138198&pg=personal&fr_id=7555&s_src=boundlessfundraising&s_subsrc=:sub_source
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?px=9138198&pg=personal&fr_id=7555&s_src=boundlessfundraising&s_subsrc=:sub_source
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More burger night Happy Patrons, Upper left is Carl (WA8AAT) and 
Evelyn (KB8ILI) Thompson.   

Middle: Barton (N8XQH) Bechtel, M.A.R.A. President 

Bottom, Roger (W8DAY) and Arlene Day. 

Upcoming Events 

10/03/2015 | GRAHamfest 
Location: Wyoming, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Grand Rapids Amateur Radio Association 
Website: http://www.w8dc.org 
 

10/17/2015 | Muskegon Color Tour 
Hamfest 
Location: Muskegon, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Muskegon County Emergency 
Communication Services, Inc. 
Website: http://muskegoncolortourhamfest.com/ 
 

0/18/2015 | Kalamazoo HamFest 2015 
Location: Kalamazoo, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Kalamazoo Amateur Radio Club & 
Southwest Michigan Amateur Radio Team 
Website: http://KalamazooHamFest.com 

 

Fall Burger Nite:  TBA 

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/grahamfest-3
http://www.w8dc.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/muskegon-color-tour-hamfest-3
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/muskegon-color-tour-hamfest-3
http://muskegoncolortourhamfest.com/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/kalamazoo-hamfest-2015
http://kalamazoohamfest.com/

