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Welcome to the 2022 edition of "The Open Feedline" This is our first issue
after the crazy 2021 year with nothing new to report. Let us first Cele-
brate by welcoming our newest ham, Eric Kliphuis, KEBTXK. Eric joins us on
zoom for meetings and old fashioned "Rag Chews". We hope to also hear
Eric on 2 Meters shortly. Eric is located in Coopersville. Another new mem-
ber is a return member, Thomas Lane. Tom's license lapsed a few years
back andTom is now working to take the tests o eventually re-activate his
old call. (KC8TBY)

The ham swaps are now beginning to materialize, and I am listing all current-
ly announced on the W8USA.ORG website and hoping all will be successful.
Please let us know if you know of local (Within 150 miles) Hamfests.

Other news for 2022 is a new President and Vice President for M.A.R.A.
President is Gale, N8GS, and Vice President is Paul, K9BOJ. The rest of the
board has remained the same with Mike, KBOOK as Secretary and Jerry,
WB8MSK as Treasurer.

Unfortunately, Fund Raising activities are currently at a standstill as recent
events have permanently stalled our Burrito Nite activities. If anyone has
any ideas for fundraising, please contact any board member. Remember, we
are supporting fwo repeaters and a Website, along with insurance and ener-
gy bills to support the repeaters.

Speaking of support, please tell your friends about M.AR.A. If each mem-
ber can bring one new member in, we could expand the club. It really would
be nice to have some new fresh operators for our annual field Day which
again held this year at the Madison Square Sportsman'’s Club in Belmont,
MI. (June 25 -26) More on Field Day inside this newsletter.
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As mentioned earlier, Dues are due, and we have welcomed several new and former members back in the fold. If you
do not see your name on this list we encourage you to get out your checkbooks and go to www.w8usa.org. On the
home page there is a link to the membership form. Please fill this form out and send it to W8MSK, MARA Treasurer.
Full instructions are on the form. We don’t want to loose any members!

In addition, please consider paying for future dues if you are able. This will help you not having to worry about your
membership dues for future years. This will also curry a spike in our treasury. Remember, we are supporting two
Repeaters, insurance, electricity, a Website, and future club activities.

Current Club Roster

Paid members as of Marchl, 2022

MName Call sign License Class PAID WHEM

Larry Dells KCEBKVR Amateur Extra 2022 1/22
Peg Dells 2022 1/22
Bill Dells KGEPI Amateur Extra 2022 214
sue Dells KBSW 1w Technician 2022 2/14
Roman Downer MNASC Amateur Extra 2022-22023 2019
Michael Eilers KEOOK Amateur Extra 2022 121121
Mancy Eilers MNEIPG General 2022 121121
Corey Grahn KD857ZF Amateur Extra 2022 1/22
Erik Kliphuis KESBTHK Technician 2022 MNew

- [Thomas Lane 2022 121121
Paul C Hummel K9BO) Advanced 2021-2022 2021
Dan Markowski MNEMII General 2022-2023 12/21
Gale Scholten (thru 2026) [NB8GS Amateur Extra 2022-2026 1/22

[Jerome Wittkoski WEMSK Amateur Extra 2022 1221
Steve Biziorec K8WOoL Amateur Extra 2022 Mar-22
Sandy Biziorec K8wO) General 2022 22-Mar
Life Members

MName Call sign License Class

Samuel T Nabkey Ka8sM Amateur Extra 2022 LIFE
Dan Thompson MNEW KM Technician 2022 LIFE
Evelyn Thompson KBSEILI Technician 2022 LIFE
Connie Zaidel MNEBW KO Technician 2022 LIFE
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MARA REPEATER NEWS

The M.A.R.A. Repeater is connected to the West
Michigan Connect Repeater System. While the
repeater continues to be available in the FM Ana-
log mode when there is not a C4FM conversation
in play.

Every third Thursday of the month, the Net will
operate Simplex on the output Frequency of
145.230 Mhz. No PL fone is needed. This is being
done to test the emergency preparedness in the
advent of a power failure and the emergency bat-
tery source runs out of energy.

The MARA Net Director is Joe Januszka,
WB8JPJ. Joe is currently recruiting Net Control
Operators.

MARA has tried many ways to keep the Net inter-
esting, and fun to participate in, but they've found
that the best way is to have different folks be
Net Control. To help make it easier for you to be
Net control, we've included just about everything
you'll need on the club website at:

In the website you will find the latest MARA 2
meter Net operation script, which is a PDF file.
We also have a simple Net Log to help you keep
track of who checked in. (Print 2 of them-if you
run out, you'll have one handy). Please contact Joe
to schedule yourself as Net Control. Hopefully we
can offer Internet sign-ups on the website in the

2022 Board and Current Officers.

No Changes from 2020
President Gale Scholten N86S

Vice President Paul Hummel K9BOJ
Secretary Mike Eilers K80OK
Treasurer Jerry Wittkoski W8MSK
Net Director Joe Januszka W8JPJ

Awards Manager Committee: (Larry KC8KVR and Paul, K9BOJ)

Club Trustee Gale Scholten N8GS

future. For now, contact Joe, W8JPJ.

Immediately following the net is an Informal 6
Meter AM net on 50.4 Mhz. Please check your
mode fo be sure you are on AM before checking
in. The 6 Meter net also meets on Sunday Morn-
ings at 8 am, and many Holidays at 8 am as well.

And fry to jinn us on our new 440 Mhz Repeater
on 444.450 Mhz, Analog or Digital. This repeater
is located on the NE ide of Grand Rapids near 5
mile Road and Plainfield. You will find several club
members on at 11 am daily when we host an infor-
mal “get together” on this repeater.

Several members do monitor the 440 machine and
you can find us by giving a call on both Digital
(Fusion) and analog modes. We are looking for-
ward to hearing you on either repeater.

1 wasusaA

145.230— 94.8 pl Fusion
444 .450- 94.8 pl Fusion

MARA

Michigan amateur radio alliance

MARA Contact Information
Mike Eilers K8BOOK
MARA Secretary

2531 WESTWINDE ST NW
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49504

Newsletter Editor
PAUL K9BOJ
Webmaster@W8USA.ORG

Facebook Editor
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Springtime is Antenna Time!

And it's that time of the year again...time for repair and/or new antenna installation. As longas I
have been a ham, I have always taken advantage of the Spring weather and either put up a new an-
tenna, fower, efc,; or repaired an existing antenna. Thereare lots of things fo consider in a new or
old installation Be sure to have the following on hand before you start or you will be delayed by de-
liveries or trips to you favorite hardware store.

For dipoles, long wires, windoms, etc:

+ Plenty of U/V resistant chord to hang your wire antenna

¢+ A method to shoot the anchor lines into tall trees

¢ Extra connectors (PI-259, Barrel conntectors, etc)

¢ Fresh coax for either new or existing antennas (See chart below)

For Beams, Towers, etc.

Appropriate hardware for guy wires—make sure you look up those items as recommended by mfg.)
An assortment of the proper wrenches, and other tools

Good supply of appropriate lengths of "Guide Ropes” to stabilize the beam on the way up.

Proper Rotor cable (If length needed is over 50—60 feet, use Heavy Duty Cable)

Proper Safety Equipment—Harnesses, Hard Hats, etc.

For all installations—A good Antenna Analyzer and lots of friends!

Handy calculator for LMR Cables https://www.timesmicrowave.com/Calculator

* & & o o
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Tinned Copper Braid 1.402" 972 0.732" 0.490° 0.405° 0.320° 225" 178 144" 14T 063" solid polyethylene)
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Bend Radilsnots 5) 53] i3 < 42 fiz5] L 25751 HE MU 05y —%— (4) Black UV protected polyethylene (LMR-100A black PVC)
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Shielding > 90 db % 2
Phase Stability +/- 10 ppm/degC
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We are going to
need a long list of
volunteers for both
the set-up and tear
down for the 2022
Field Day Opera-
tions.

We are also need a
list of operators for
each shift through-
out the contest pe-
riod.

Our Field day Chair-
man is Larry,
KC8KVR. Please
email Larry with
your availability for
both operating, set-
up/tear down, and
equipment to Field
Day. Larry needs a
long list of workers
and equipment. You
can email Larry at
maraFD@w8usa.org

Field Day 2022 Master List

Radios:

« We need 3 Stations

« - With connecting cables for log data and power)
e - Preferable with internal antenna tuners

Power:

« Will need 3 Power Supplies

o - (Preferably with Anderson & Post Connectors)
« - Extension cords

« - Surge suppressor multi outlets

Antennas:

« Multiband Dipole, Windom, or Longwire

« Portable antennas

« Antenna support line (Lots of it- Need over 500)

Computers:

« Laptop computers

« Network capable

« Associated power supplies

Misc:

« Personal snacks, Beverages

« (Club water is available)

« Connectors (Audio, Data, and RF)

Make sure you Mic/ Headphones and Keys have the
correct connectors. Keys and Paddle connectors are
usually 1/4" or 1/8"; Paddles normally 1/8" Stereo.

7Y FIELDSS
DAY 2022

riT-<>
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M.AR.A.
Membership
Information

MARA Meeting— 2nd Wednesday of each
Month 7:30 PM at the Plainfield Township
Fire Department Training Center—5 Mile
and Plainfield Avenue (As Covid Rules Allow)

Depending current Pandemic Rules—Meeting
are either on the 145.230 Repeater—
ANALOG or on ZOOM
(Zoom video by invitation, please mail:

for zoom link)

Annual dues to MARA are $20.

Family memberships are an additional $5.
Persons aged 70 and over - $20.00.
Membership is free to students under 21.
Memberships expire on December 31st, and
club dues are due on January 1st.

During this pandemic we have had fo suspend
our fund raising events. Maintaining 2
repeaters and club associated expenses are

2022 Winter/Spring

MARA Information

¢

putting a serious drain on our Treasury. Please
consider renewing for two years and/or making

a donation to the Club Treasury!

Make out Dues Check
to M.A.R.A. Mail to
Jerry Wittkowski
WBMSK, MARA
Treasurer, 1025
Kendalwood NE,
6rand Rapids, MI
49505-3231

Net: 2 Meter -
Thursdays at 7:30 PM
On WBUSA Repeater.
(Analog)

440 Net Every Week-
day M-F @ 11am on
444 450+ CAFM

Thursdays, after 2
Meter Net, 6 Meters
AM 50.4 Mhz

Sunday mornings &
Holidays 8AM on 50.4
AM—AIl are Welcomel!

Currently Breakfasts
are suspended, Howev-
er normally at New
Beginnings Restaurant
on Northland Drive.
We will follow the New
Beginnings Covid-19
rules and weather re-
strictions

Michigan Amateur Radio Alliance W8USA
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